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LMTA Pre-College Chamber Music Competition
Saturday, February 4th, 2023 in Baton Rouge, LA

Deadline: Saturday January 7, 2023

Competition Categories:

Category 1: Piano Duo/Duet/Trio/Quartet

Category 2: Mixed Chamber Groups

Each category has two age divisions:

Lower Division (grades 6-8)

Upper Division (grades 9-12)

For more information, visit www.LMTA.org or contact competition 

chair, Megan Reilly Shannon at megan@pianobymegan.com.



Thank you MTNA!
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How the MTNA Teacher Enrichment Grant
made my Summer 2022 one of the best

Once upon a time, in graduate school, I discovered a piano method that was like none other I had ever seen. I 
dabbled with the materials (incorrectly) for many years. Finally, in 2017, I got more serious about Music Moves 
for Piano (by Marilyn White Lowe) because I had my own personal Aha! moment with the audiation-based 
approach that is implemented in this method. I was also becoming more and more fascinated with the 
research and writings of world-renown music educator, Dr. Edwin E. Gordon. I was hungry to understand his 
music learning theory and how it can be applied to piano teaching. While complex at times, Gordon's ideas 
made sense to me on a deep and intuitive level. And while Music Moves for Piano looked nothing like any other 
piano method I had seen before, anytime I experimented with one of the materials, something great would 
happen in the lessons I gave or in my own musical understanding. I knew I needed to explore this approach 
further and I quickly realized that I needed help. I needed the training courses o�ered by the Gordon Institute 
for Music Learning (GIML).

In 2018, I attended the GIML Professional Development Level I Piano course, a two week intensive aimed at 
learning to navigate the audiation-based approach to piano teaching and the Music Moves for Piano method. It 
came with a substantial price tag. Not only was there a registration fee and tuition, but the �ight to Boston 
and my housing as well. The experience I had and the knowledge I came home with was worth every penny. 

In 2020, a Piano Level II was o�ered, but 2020 being the year it was, everything was cancelled. So, skip ahead 
to 2022 when GIML was able to resume its course o�erings and the Music Moves for Piano teaching 
community was "champing at the bit" to come back together for Level II. We began making our arrangements 
and one of my fellow Level II friends, and MTNA member from Texas, encouraged me to apply for the MTNA 
Teacher Enrichment Grant to cover the registration fee and tuition. I applied and my application was accepted!

I could write enough pages to �ll a book (and maybe I will one day) on how Music Moves for Piano by Marilyn 
White Lowe (in cooperation with Dr. Edwin E. Gordon) completely changed my life as a piano teacher, 
musician, and person, but that's not why I am writing this. 

I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to an organization that makes it more possible to grow as a 
music teaching professional on whatever path they might end up on. I want to say thank you to MTNA for 
providing support and opportunities to its members in the ways of business resources, valuable member 
bene�ts, and �nancial support. This course was still a large investment of time and money, but MTNA made it 
just a little less straining by being there to o�er �nancial support to members embarking on professional 
growth. Thank you MTNA for all you do to help support the music teaching profession. You were part of a life-
changing summer and I am so grateful!

For more information about MTNA grants, visit www.mtnafoundation.org/mtna-grants.

Hannah Mayo, NCTM

A GRATEFUL GRANT RECIPIENT
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Welcome back! There is a place for you at the 2023 MTNA National 
Conference in Reno, Nevada. Mark your calendars to attend this grand, 
in-person reunion of the music teaching profession March 25–29, 2023.

For more information, visit www.MTNA.org/Conference.

The 12th MTNA Collegiate Chapters Symposium will be January 14–15, 2023, on the campus of Texas 
Christian University in Fort Worth, Texas. This meeting of collegiate chapters and their advisors has been 
instrumental in building bridges of research and communication across the country.

This annual conference is sponsored by MTNA, and it combines the quality of the lectures of the national 
conferences but in a much smaller and intimate environment. Lectures are given by both collegiate 
faculty and graduate students.

We invite you to both attend and present at this event. Although focused on MTNA Collegiate Chapters 
and collegiate members, the weekend is open to anyone and everyone. We anticipate a wonderful 
weekend, and we hope to see you there!

For more information, visit www.MTNA.org/Symposium.



Congratulations to the 
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Since joining BRMTA in 2004, David Easley has been an active 
member, serving both the organization and his students 
through music. David is a state certi�ed member of LMTA 
and has held o�ces in BRMTA or LMTA continually for more 
than �fteen years. After pursuing music and graduating with a 
Bachelor’s degree from Louisiana State University, David 
worked in the human resources department of local bank, 
but his passion for music remained and he used his talent to 
serve others through his church. During this time he worked 
as a professional pianist, playing for weddings and other 
events. He could often be found playing at the LSU Faculty 
Club in the evenings. As an ordained Baptist minister, he 
decided to leave the bank and serve as an associate pastor 
at a local church. After a brief time he opened a piano studio 
in Walker and joined BRMTA. 

He also joined Live Oak United Methodist Church in Denham 
Springs as an associate music minister. The hallmark of 
David’s teaching is his spontaneity and creativity. He meets 
students where they are musically, spurs their interest in the 
piano, and works with them so they experience success at 
the piano. At every lesson he displays a positive attitude, a 
sense of playfulness and a willingness to change course if a 
student is struggling. David is the rare teacher who makes 
lessons engaging and truly fun for every student while 
helping them progress through a curriculum of study. His 
students participate and place in local and state 
competitions. David has served BRMTA as President, Vice 
President, Tournament Chair, and Summer Music Scholarship 
Chair. He is currently LMTA President-elect and has also 
served LMTA as Vice President for Publicity and Piano Chair. A 
key member of the committee who developed LMTA 
Keyboard Olympics syllabus, David used his creative skills to 
compose many of the lead sheets found in the curriculum. 
David has presented many workshops on improvisation and 
functional piano for state and local teachers and has 
presented several sessions at MTNA national conferences. He 
is also very active as an adjudicator.

Katherine Tobey presents the
Outstanding Teacher award to David Easley 
at the LMTA Conference banquet.

David's family surprises him at the banquet!

Submitted by,

Katherine Tobey, NCTM, LCTM

CHAIR
LMTA Outstanding Teacher Award
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LMTA names 
Teresa Thomason 
their MTNA 
Foundation Fellow
Teresa Thomason is a native of Louisiana and has been 
teaching piano since she was a senior in high school. She 
has maintained an independent piano studio in Alexandria 
for over 40 years and is currently teaching piano at 
Alexandria Country Day School (since 1992) and at the 
Calvary Conservatory of Music (since 1995). She holds the 
LMTA and MTNA certi�cate of Professional Advancement 
and received her Bachelors Degree in Piano Performance 
from Louisiana College. 

On the local level, Teresa is currently the District Rally Chair 
and has served as Vice-President, President, Secretary and 
Sonatina Festival Coordinator for the Central LA Music 
Teachers Association. She has participated with her 
students in the district rally since 1986 and her students 
have placed as winners and earned Outstanding 
Achievement in all levels every year. Her students have also 
participated in the CMTA All Boys Recital, Baroque Festival, 
Critique Festival and Monster Concerts at the Alexandria 
Mall. Her students have placed �rst in the LMTA Upper 
Elementary Auditions and the State Jr. Piano Competition 
and several have won LA’s Junior Miss Competition and 
have participated in America’s Junior Miss (with one placing 
in the Top 8).

As a pianist, Teresa has participated in Duo/Duet recitals 
with CMTA teachers, performed in a digital piano ensemble 
that performed during holidays at the Alexandria Mall and 
outdoors at Brown Bag Concerts for the City of Alexandria.  
She has also participated in the 5-Piano, 10-Player bene�t 
concerts for Hope House and Alzheimer’s Association at LA 
College. She has served as church pianist/accompanist 
since the age of 15 and is currently serving at Calvary 
Baptist Church where she has served for 23 years.  

She has served as the accompanist for the LA Baptist 
Singing Women since 1998 and has served as pianist for 
the Southern Baptist Convention, the LA State Evangelism 
Conference, LA Singing Ministers, LA Baptist Children’s 
Honors Choir and the LA Baptist State Convention. 

She served as Editor of the Annual Keyboard Festival 
Guidelines and developed the Annual State Piano Festival 
which is a competition for high school students. In 2007, 
the Teresa Thomason Keyboard Scholarship was 
established in her honor and is a $1000 scholarship 
awarded annually to the winner of the State Piano Festival.  
She has taught piano clinics in churches all over the state 
of LA and has taught piano and basic music theory 
workshops at Lifeway’s national conference center in 
Glorieta, NM as well as in the state conventions of 
Michigan, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama and even Hong 
Kong.

On the State level, Teresa served as the LMTA State Rally 
Chair for 15 years and has served on the LMTA Executive 
Board as Treasurer, VP of Membership and Member-at 
Large. She attends the LMTA State Conference annually 
and the MTNA conference also. 

Teresa enjoys volunteering in her community and has 
served on the Board of the LA International Piano 
Competition, serving as hostess for the contestants. She 
recently participated in a bene�t for a former piano 
student who is awaiting a kidney transplant. She has 
served as collaborative pianist for theater productions for 
Alexandria Country Day School, Family Playhouse Theater 
and LA College. 

Teresa and her husband Tim, an honorary LMTA member, 
have four adult children and six great grands. They enjoy 
traveling, spending time with their grands and will 
celebrate their 50 Wedding Anniversary in June 2023.th 

Who better to be this season's LMTA Storyteller than our 
new Foundation Fellow? Read more about Teresa's LMTA 
adventures on the next page!

You can donate to support our fellow in multiple ways:

Make a credit card donation directly to the MTNA National 
o�ce using the online donation form at 
mtnafoundation.org/contribute/contribute-now/. If you scroll 
down pass the list of endowments, you will see a 
�eld named “fellow” and this is where you would put down 
“Teresa Thomason.”

Make a check payment to LMTA. Please indicate 
“Foundation Fellow” in the memo line. Send checks to LMTA 
Treasurer:

Raymond Yee
10632 Hillglen Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70810

https://www.mtnafoundation.org/contribute/contribute-now/


LMTA – A Lifetime of Memories of Teresa’s Adventures

  with LMTA Storyteller Teresa Thomason
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We all remember our �rst experiences: �rst day of school, 
movie, vacation, recital, date, dance and so on. These 
experiences are imprinted in our memory and can be 
recalled by a certain scent, scene or photo. I have many 
fond memories of my childhood. As an adult, I have 
experienced many �rsts through my involvement with LMTA 
that I would like to share with you.

Being a member of LMTA and MTNA provides many bene�ts, 
advantages and opportunities for continuing education, 
service and leadership. Throughout my many years as a 
member of LMTA, I have learned invaluable knowledge that 
has helped me become a better teacher. Our former LMTA 
storytellers, Sue-Steck Turner and Katherine Tobey, have 
shared many of their experiences. I too, agree that high on 
the list is the joy of meeting teachers from around the state 
and the country and establishing life-long friendships.

My very �rst introduction to LMTA was as a Louisiana 
College student. My piano professor, Mary Ann Crump, 
gathered a group of her students and took us to NSU in 
Natchitoches to attend the state conference. I was amazed 
at the number of teachers who attended and in awe of 
those leading the sessions. Years later, I joined the CenLA 
Music Teachers Association (formerly CPTA) and jumped in 
head �rst. I served in many leadership roles, met new 
friends and participated with my students in NFMC, 
Sonatina Festival and LMTA Rally. Wanelle Lowe was 
president when our association became a�liated with 
LMTA. The door opened for additional opportunities of 
service, leadership and meeting new friends, establishing 
friendships that continue to this day. 

In 1985, I attended my �rstLMTA convention (the 34  
annual convention) as a member of LMTA. Coincidentally, 
the conference was held at NSU. I still have the �rst 
booklet! (Those who know me know that I am a packrat.)  I 
have attended every convention, now called state 
conference, since that �rst one and have the convention 
booklets stored in a cabinet.

Once again, Mary Ann Crump was instrumental in 
encouraging me and several of the CMTA teachers to attend 
the MTNA national conference. So in 1998, Mrs. Crump, 
Barbara Cockerham, Amy McKinney, Melva Villard and I 
boarded a plane headed to Tennesse – my �rst national 
conference. Little did I know what adventures were ahead. I 
remember that we had a “bumpy” �ight to Nashville, so 
terrorizing that we were afraid that the plane was going to 
fall out of the sky! 

th
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I won’t repeat the words that Melva said in her fear of the 
plane crashing! That frightful experience was erased when 
we arrived at the Nashville Conference Center and Hotel. 
We attended the sessions and visited the Exhibition Hall 
where there were hundreds of exhibitors. It was awesome! 
I met many composers of pieces and method books that I 
was teaching – Martha Mier, Nancy and Randell Faber, 
Dennis Alexander, Melody Bober, Gayle Kowalchyk, E. L. 
Lancaster and many more. And yes, I was able to have 
pictures taken with each of them and they graciously 
autographed copies of pieces for me to give my students. 
The students are thrilled to have the autographed copies 
and see pictures of me with their favorite composer. We 
attended our �rst MTNA gala which was held on the 
General Lee showboat, my �rst adventure on a showboat. 
We had a delightful time and the food and entertainment 
was spectacular. I was hooked!

In 1999, Barbara Cockerham, Melva Villard and I decided to 
attend the MTNA national conference which was held in 
Los Angeles, CA, my �rst trip to LA. It was held in the 
Westin Bonaventure Hotel, which is a famous hotel and set 
of many movies, one of which is True Lies, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Jamie Lee Curtis. 

(Left to right) Teresa, Barbara Cockerham, Melva Villard and 

Mary Ann Crump at the 1998 MTNA Conference in Nashville, TN.



This was the year that the method book, Music for Little 
Mozarts was introduced. We had our picture made with a life 
size Mozart Mouse at the Exhibit Hall. We attended many 
sessions and publisher’s showcases. I was so excited to 
receive “free” music. We also took a tour of the city, saw the 
homes of movie stars and the Hollywood sign, went to 
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, the Hollywood Walk of Fame, 
Rodeo Drive, NBC studios and Universal Studios. We became 
good friends with the cab driver and requested him each time 
we needed a cab.  

On Sunday night, the Oscars ceremony was held at the 
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. We were watching the news in our 
tiny hotel room (which was so small that you had to go 
outside to change your mind) when suddenly we heard a 
knock on our door. It was Jeanne Patterson who told us that 
several of the teachers were going down to the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion to see if they could see any movie stars 
exiting the building. She asked us to go with them. My 
roommates, Barbara and Melva, were not night owls (like me) 
and declined because they were ready for bed. But I’m always 
ready for an adventure! So, Jeanne, Robin Thomas, Dr. Rick 
Seiler and I hailed a cab and headed to the red carpet. The 
ceremony had concluded but the area still had barricades 
with a security guard blocking the public from going in. Robin, 
being a great storyteller herself, walked up to the guard and 
told him that we were all from Louisiana and had traveled 
days without stopping to see the stars on the red carpet. She 
continued her sob story and told him that we had car trouble 
and missed getting there in time. She tearfully told him that 
all we wanted to do was walk on the red carpet. He took pity 
on us and removed the rope so that we could go inside. We 
walked across the red carpet and took pictures with the gold 
Oscar �gures. He even let us take �owers from the 
arrangements. We were estatic!
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 Afterwards, we walked back to the hotel. In my haste, I had 
forgotten my room key. When I got to my room, I knocked on 
the door and no response. My roommates were fast asleep. 
This was before cell phones so I went back down to the lobby 
and asked for another key. They wouldn’t give me one 
because my name wasn’t registered as a guest. Barbara had 
made the reservation in her name. Panic mode set in. Luckily, 
I remembered Jeanne’s room number. She answered my 
knock on her door and I was able to use her room phone. 
After calling my room number several times, Melva woke up 
and answered the phone. Finally, I was able to get into my 
room.

I could go on and on. I have attended national conferences in 
Washington, DC where I heard the President’s own United 
States Marine Band in concert, Cincinnati, Ohio where we 
celebrated the 80  Anniversary of Alfred Publishing 
Company, Salt Lake City, Utah, where we toured the Mormon 
Tabernacle and had a session with the Tabernacle organist on 
one of the world’s largest pipe organs and heard Julliard’s 
Five Brown siblings in concert, Kansas City Missouri, Austin, 
Texas where Van Cliburn was the keynote speaker, New York, 
New York, Disneyland in Anaheim, California and heard 
convention artists duo pianists Anderson & Roe and attended 
master classes with Peter Mack and Ingried Clari�ed, Las 
Vegas, Nevada and attended master classes with Lang Lang 
and heard Sir James & Lady Jeanne Galway in recital as well 
as the Canadian Brass Quintet, San Antonio, Texas and 
Disneyworld in Orlando, Florida. My attendance to these 
conferences has provided so many opportunities to learn the 
current advances in technology, new ideas for teaching old 
pieces, how to avoid burn out, how to attend “on a dime,” 
(thank you Barbara Cockerham and Sue Steck-Turner), how to 
plan for retirement, etc.

Fellow teachers, let me encourage you to attend the LMTA 
and MTNA conferences. You will meet so many fascinating 
people, make new friends and have adventures that will last a 
lifetime. I am indebted to these organizations for the privilege 
of being a member – the opportunities are limitless!

th

Teresa and Jeanne 
Patterson at the 1999 
MTNA Conference 
(and Oscars)
in Los Angeles, CA

(Left to right) Francis Yang, Christine Allen, Teresa & Tim Thomason and 

David Easley after riding the High Roller Ferris Wheel. David thought 

they said Silly Pose!  2015 MTNA Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada
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Composition Competition Chair, Ellene Owens, presents Overcoming 
Atelodemiourgeopapyrophobia (Fear of the blank page)

Megan Reilly Shannon (left) and Sue Steck-Turner (right) present A 
Trip Down Memory Lane into the 21st Century---with a friend

IMTF Chair, Chia-Ling Lien, presents Technique and 
repertoire for intermediate piano students. 

President-elect, David Easley, introduces Piano Safari 
authors Dr. Julie Knerr Hague and Katherine Fisher.

President, Dr. Chan Kiat Lim, gives the opening address. Conference artist, Dr. Sarah Rushing, presents Pedagogical Works of Mirian Hyde.
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MTNA President, Karen Thickstun, Zooms into the 
conference to host Jeopardy: MTNA Resource Gems.

Alexandria Smith premiers the commissioned 
composition, Innovations 2 by Stephen Montalvo.

Commissioned composer, Stephen Montalvo, speaks 
about his commissioned piece, Innovations 2.

Sarah Evelyn Leonard presents Tailoring Your Teaching: 
Understanding Your Small-Handed Students. 

Commissioned Composition chair, Dr. Philip Schuessler, 
introduces the commissioned composer, Stephen Montalvo.

Dr. Ricardo Pozenatto and his student perform a duet during Música 
Brasileira: Spice Up Your Piano Lesson with Musical Styles from Brazil.



College Life of a 
Transgender Pianist
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Émile Meaux started to play the piano at 5. Growing up as a girl and 
struggling to �nd his self-identity, Émile found happiness playing the 
piano and has been playing it since.

Émile’s goal of becoming a concert pianist led him to study Piano 
Performance at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette (UL), close to his 
hometown, New Iberia, even though his family disagreed with his 
decision.

During his fourth semester at UL, Émile decided to start his gender 
transition. Throughout the process, he faced many challenges, including 
with his family and studies.

Now, as a proud transgender pianist, Émile Meaux knows he is in the 
right place, physically and mentally. 

I caught up with Émile and asked him to share his college life and his 
gender transition journey with me.

What role does piano play in your life?

Everything I do is related to piano. Even if I am physically away from the piano, I would think about my practice 
and sing the melodies in my head. Sometimes I visualize the music score and �nd spots where I should breathe 
while playing it. 

I am on the spectrum of autism and have a non-verbal learning disorder. It is di�cult for me to hold a 
conversation. I love playing the piano because it has its language; it serves as my communicator and connects me 
to others. 

Do you have a practice routine as a college student in piano performance? 

Yes, I do. I spend at least 30 hours per week practicing. I like to warm up in the morning before my breakfast. It 
takes about an hour. Recently I have been working on Czerny’s The Art of Finger Dexterity. Later in the day, I 
practice my repertoire pieces. I practice in small segments, sometimes as small as every two measures. And some 
days, I like to spend hours practicing the exercises for techniques instead of the repertoire pieces.

What is your plan after you graduate?

I want to study Master in Piano Performance. Ideally, I want to go to France for
that. If not, I will stay here for it and go abroad for my Doctorate.

Could you give some advice to the people who want to take Piano Performance in college?

Listen to everything your professors say! Because they know better than you do. They also know when you have 
not been practicing correctly. Make a practice schedule and try not to diverge from it. And be careful whom you 
make friends with because some people would lead you in the wrong direction. It happened to me before. Now, I 
only hang out with musician friends with the same motivation as me. 

Found his real identity, Émile now can express 
himself wholeheartedly through his music.



Many parents do not want their children to study Music Performance. What do you think about this?

As of today, my father still thinks my pianist career will make less money than other professions. But for me, I 
believe that if I keep playing the piano and make progress, it will take me to a better place. And who could say that 
I cannot make something for myself with it and be successful?
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How did your gender transition impact your college life?

Before the time I was comfortable with myself, I wondered what my professors would think of me about the 
transition. They knew me before the change. Some professors were very nice to me. But still, my piano playing was 
sacri�ced a few times during the transition, and I took some breaks from my studies. If my professors had heard 
my personal story, it might result di�erently. Now, my peers and my professors respect me. It is good.

What do you think the professors could do better for the well-being of transgender students?

Occasionally, ask the students, “how are you lately?” or “how is your journey going?.” It is nice to have someone to 
be involved and cares about our gender transitions. I did not have a lot of that.

How would you like to raise public awareness of the transgender community?

In music literature, music can be described as “masculine” and “feminine.” I think music is �uid. Some sessions 
can be “masculine,” and some are “feminine” in a piece of music. In the future, I also want to do public talks and 
speak up about transgender.

Could you share a little about your gender transition 
journey?

I always knew something was not quite right for me 
since I was a child. My puberty was the worst thing ever 
because I hated that my body had changed. I could not 
express my feelings to my family because they were very 
straight, religious people with no open-minded views 
about gender. They also threw away the men’s clothes I 
bought and con�scated my books about the LGBTQ 
community. I had many arguments about who I was with 
my family in the past. 

Before my gender transition, I did not like my 
appearance as a female. I used to hunch my shoulders 
when I walked and wore a chest binder for an extended 
time, which caused some back problems and pain while 
breathing. How I felt about myself also made me tense 
when I played the piano. 

I started my hormone therapy after being diagnosed 
with gender dysphoria, which I initially kept secret from 
my parents. Hormone therapy is an irreversible 
procedure. Anyone who wants to do it must do all the 
research before the treatment. It is a permanent life 
change. After a few months of treatment, I felt more 
comfortable and happier when I saw my body start 
changing, like going through the second puberty. I had 
my chest removal surgery in 2020. In the future, I would 
like to have a hysterectomy.

Things are changing, for the better.

Katherine CHUNG, MM, LTCL, is a doctoral student in Educational Leadership at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette (UL). She was a 
piano teacher, music theory instructor, choir director, and band director in her hometown, Hong Kong, before living in Lafayette in 2019.
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MTNA Performance 
Competition Results
Lina Morita, Louisiana Chair for MTNA Performance Competitions

Junior Performance-Piano

Winner: Ivy Tsao
Student of Raymond Yee

Alternate: Sophie Cheung
Student of Chan Kiat Lim

Honorable Mention: Preston Parker
Student of Denise Cox

Junior Performance-Strings

Representative: Amelia Brencick
Student of Borislava Iltcheva

We thank the judges this year:

Junior Piano - Dr. Jacob Clark, Associate Professor of Piano, Lamar University, Beaumont, TX 
Young Artist Piano - Dr. Robert Roux, Professor of Piano, Rice University, Houston, TX

Senior Performance - Piano

Representative: Luke Hu�man
Student of Chan Kiat Lim

Young Artist Performance-Piano

Winner: Katie Ellender
Student of Willis Delony

Alternate: Le Hui Ch'ng
Student of Chan Kiat Lim

Honorable Mention: Yaxuan Li
Student of Yuling Huang-Davie

There are the results from the Louisiana MTNA Performance Competitions that took place on
Saturday, October 15 at McNeese State University in Lake Charles, LA. Best wishes to the 
winners/alternates competing in Division!
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Upper Elementary State 
Competition Results

Respectfully submitted, 

Teresa Thomason, NCTM

CHAIR
Upper Elementary State Competition
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The Upper Elementary State Competition was held on 
September 16, 2022 at 4:00 pm on the campus of LA Tech 
University in Ruston.

Eight students were entered representing 5 teachers from the 
Ruston and Baton Rouge areas.  Sarah Rushing, our LMTA 
state conference artist, was the judge.  Those receiving 
Honorable Mention, Second and First Place are listed below:

First Place Ivy Tsao Robin Yee, Teacher
Second Place Ai Nguyen Chia-Ling Lien, Teacher
Honorable Mention Samuel Lin Chia-Ling Lien, Teacher
Honorable Mention Olivia Peng Chia-Ling Lien, Teacher

Congratulations to all the students who participated for their 
outstanding performances! 

The participants with their certi�cates.

Sarah Rushing, the UE judge, speaks to the 
participants after the competition.

Award winners with their teachers and 
competition chairperson.

UE Honorable mentions with 1st and 2nd place winners.



Rally News
I hope that everyone has had a great start to the fall 2022 teaching 
semester.  I know that my students are busily working away to get 
prepared for our �rst local piano festival and we are already working 
toward Rally skills for spring 2023!  I wanted to share 2 important 
pieces of information with you that will bring changes to Rally 2023.  
State Piano Rally chair, Tamah Goad, myself and the entire rally board 
met during the State Convention in September and voted to make an 
exciting new opportunity! First, we have expanded the “non 
competitive’ portion of rally to include student awards.  A “non 
competitive” student in one which enters a rally level that does not 
correspond to their school grade (For instance, a 6  grader entered in 
Prep B) or does not choose to complete all 4 parts of 
rally: performance, sight reading, keyboard skills, and written 
theory. Students who enter all 4 parts of rally AND score 90 or higher in 
each area will now be allowed to earn their medal regardless of 
whether they are in the grade level required.  However, students who 
are entered in a rally level that does not correspond with their grade 
level will NOT be eligible to win a �rst, second or third place 
performance award or be eligible for the Togrimson-Swanzy state 
competition.  We are hopeful that this will encourage you to enter more 
students in rally who are not ready to compete in the rally level which 
corresponds to their grade in school. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at mgstrain@yahoo.com for more information! 
Second, we will be utilizing a new and improved test format for the 
written theory exam.  Newly formatted tests were created in the fall of 
2019 but have not been able to be used due to the pandemic. However, 
the new tests are ready to roll out for Rally 2023.  The information 
contained on each test DID NOT change at all.  We simply clari�ed 
directions, cleaned up margins and enlarged staves in the lower levels.  
The goal was to make the test more student friendly and eliminate 
excess information that caused confusion amongst students.  The hope 
of the rally board is that with the inclusion of awards for students 
playing “out of their grade level” is that you will be encouraged to enter 
a student or 2 that would not have previously been interested or able 
to compete at their grade level.  We hope to recognize the hard work of 
all students entered in the rally as it is truly an outstanding curriculum 
and year long goal for you and your students!

th

Michelle Strain, NCTM

VP RALLIES
Louisiana Music Teachers Association

The Score
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Keyboard Olympics
Make this the year to get your 

students involved!

The Score
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The 2022-23 Keyboard Olympics are o� to a great start this year. We have 27 
Olympians who continue to progress toward their medals. Since the Summer 
2022 issue of the Score was published, we have had 10 more students earn 
their Keyboard Olympics medals! Congratulations to each of our medalists 
(and their teachers) for their hard work and persistence in completing the 
many events. 

Remember, students can register for and begin the Keyboard Olympics 
program at any time during the year. They can participate in as many or as 
few events as they’d like during each testing day and they always receive 
detailed and helpful feedback from the judges. Please contact me if you’d like 
more information about getting started in the Keyboard Olympics program. 
We’d be happy to connect new teachers with veteran Keyboard Olympics 
“teacher-trainers” at any time throughout the year so just email if you’d like 
some help getting started in the program. Please note the upcoming testing 
dates below, mark your calendars and help students to begin preparations for 
their next Keyboard Olympics event.

LMTA Keyboard Olympic Medalists (June-October 2022:

Charles Davis Jr. Preparatory (Rebecca Bellelo, teacher)
Raihan Poptani Preparatory (Rebecca Bellelo, teacher)

Anna Davis Level 1 (Rebecca Bellelo, teacher)
Charli Jackson Level 1 (Michelle Strain, teacher)
Connor Jackson Level 1 (Michelle Strain, teacher)
Ryan Jackson Level 1 (Michelle Strain, teacher)
Avery Rockhold Level 1 (Michelle Strain, teacher)
Audrie St. Cyr Level 1 (Michelle Strain, teacher)
Mackenzie Thigpen Level 1 (Michelle Strain, teacher)

Sarah Davis Level 2 (Rebecca Bellelo, teacher)

Upcoming Keyboard Olympic
Event Testing Dates:

November 5, 2022
January 21, 2023
February 25, 2023
March 18, 2023
April 22, 2023
May 20, 2023
Summer 2023 TBA 

Pamela D. Pike, NCTM

CHAIR
Keyboard Olympics

(Left to right) Anne Davis, Sarah Davis, Charles Davis



The Score
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Dates & 
Deadlines

Submission for the Score (Winter Issue)

December 31, 2022

Chamber Music Competition

February 4, 2023

Keyboard Olympics

November 5, 2022, January 21, 2023, February 25, 2023,
March 18, 2023, April 22, 2023, May 20, 2023

March 25-29, 2023

MTNA Conference in Reno, NV

New 
Facebook 
Page
LMTA is making the shift from this private 
Facebook group to a public page. 
Please head over to Facebook and give 
"Louisiana Music Teachers Association" a Like  
and a Follow.

Members may use the "Send Message" button 
on the new page to submit relevant news and 
upcoming events. The old group will be 
available until the end of October. Thank you 
for supporting LMTA!

The latest e-mail scam 
to watch out for!
If you receive an email from an LMTA member (usually an 
o�cer) asking if you are available to chat or if you want 
to buy gift cards, please check the email address, not just 
the sender's name. Ignore emails that do not come 
directly from a member's actual email address. If you are 
unsure, email LouisianaMusicTA@gmail.com and report it 
before responding. 



Editor’s
Note
What an exciting season we are in! The weather is doing its 
best to cool o�. The new school year is beginning to feel 
more familiar. Music is in the air with competitions, local 
Fall playing events, Halloween recitals, and so much more. 
As we approach the end of Day Light Savings and move 
towards the winter holiday season, energies are beginning to 
shift. 

At the state conference in September, the energy was a 
little di�erent this year. After being away from an in-person 
conference for three years, coming back together again was 
refreshing. There was a renewed sense of purpose from the 
LMTA Executive Board. The sessions and conference 
activities were a dynamic balance of honoring past 
traditions and looking forward to the continuing evolution of 
our organization and the music teaching profession.

It is my hope that the SCORE continues to harness and 
share that same energy I felt at the conference. I invite our 
members to share more than ever before. LMTA wants to 
see the SCORE become more than just a newsletter. We 
want to house scholarly articles, local calendars of events, 
collaborations between local associations, and more, while 
we continue to keep you updated about happenings around 
our state. YOU are invited to contribute!

For more information, visit LMTA.com/Score

Do you know the Score?

Hannah Mayo, NCTM

VP PUBLICITY
Louisiana Music Teachers Association
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Inhale. Exhale.

Repeat.


