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            From the President 

 
 

I am still in shock that two hurricanes came through Louisiana in a matter of  weeks, but I am 
grateful to have attended two outstanding Happy Hours that brought us together, thanks to our 
President Elect, Chan Kiat Lim.  We were honored at Happy Hour 2, to have special guests 
MTNA President, Martha Hilley, and Marilyn White Lowe join us.  It was especially wonderful 
to see VP Membership, Carla Breaux, who talked before the main presentation started about 
conditions in Lake Charles and how our teachers and students from the area are doing.  
 
There are still two more Happy Hours on October 25, featuring La Wanda Blakeney and the 
premiere of  James May, our 2020 Commissioned Composer (pg. 4-5) and on November 5, with 
Ana Maria Otamendi, followed by the announcement of  our 2020 Teacher of  the Year (pg. 
5)  Biographies of  James May and La Wanda Blakeney can be found on pages 4 and 6. 
 
Hannah Mayo, SOS Fund Chair, who presented an exceptional session at Happy Hour 2, has 
included an article about the SOS Fund, and offers some tips about how to organize a Playa-
thon on page 7.  Our newly designed LMTA website is her creation, so please go and visit it if  
you have not already done so.  Congratulations and thanks, Hannah! 
 
One of  our Lake Charles members, Lina Morita, is also the LMTA Outstanding Teacher 
Chair.  She writes about Hurricane Laura, the deadline extension, and how to submit applica-
tions for the Outstanding Teacher of  the Year Award, on pages 11-12.  Thank you, Lina.  Spe-
cial thanks to our competition chairs, Robin Yee, Ellene Owens, and Charlie Jones, who have 
moved the competitions online so that our students can still participate in these events.  Upper 
Elementary State Competition Chair, Robin Yee, explains the rules and format for this year's 
competition, as does Ellen Owens, Student Composition Competitions Chair, on pages 8-9. 
 
Another online event that your students can participate in, is the Keyboard Olympics.  Immedi-
ate Past President, and Keyboard Olympics Chair, Pamela Pike, reports on how to participate, 
along with some updates on page 10. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of  you on October 25, and on November 5, at the next Happy 
Hours!  

 

Francis Yang,  NCTM 
LMTA President 
           



 

                                                                                                                                                                                  October 2020     4 

 
 
During this uncertain time of Covid-19, the Executive Board has decided to cancel our LMTA Conference. 
Though, perhaps more than ever, we need to stay in touch and support our teaching community. It is also a time 
to explore new ways of teaching and learning. So in place of our fall conference, we will be hosting the LMTA 
Happy Hours - 4 Zoom presentations, once a month from August to November. 
 
See you at Happy Hours and BYOB! 
 
Chan Kiat Lim, NCTM 
President-Elect 

 
 

LMTA Happy Hours Schedule 
 

Happy Hour 3 - Beethoven's Electoral Sonatas 

Sunday, 25 October 2020, 3:00pm ( Meet and Greet at 2:45) 

 
When he was twelve, Beethoven composed three piano sonatas that are often not published with “the big 32.” 
This session examines these early works, focusing on innovations that are foreshadowed in Beethoven’s later com-
positions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presenter: Dr. La Wanda J. Blakeney 

 

La Wanda J. Blakeney is a Professor of Music at Louisiana State University Shreveport, where she has held the Patten Endowed Profes-
sorship for Excellence in Teaching, as well as numerous faculty research, equipment, and service grants and awards.  She received a Bach-
elor of Music in Applied Piano from Mississippi University for Women and a Master of Music and Ph.D. in Musicology from The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin.  A frequent presenter at regional, national, and international conferences, Dr. Blakeney has published articles in 
The Diapason, International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, and Grove Online.  In addition, she performs in chamber and choral ensem-
bles, maintains a private piano studio, serves as a church organist, and is a former President of LMTA. 

 
 
 

           Schedule continued on page 5. 
 
 
 
 

                  LMTA Happy Hours 2020 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                  October 2020     5 

 

Schedule continued:  
 

4:00pm– 5:00pm - Composition, Improvisation, and Virtuosic Listening 
Exploring the creative art of composition and improvisation with commissioned composer James May. He 
will also be premiering this composition in this session for LMTA members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Presenter:  James May 

You can read James May’s complete biography on page 6. 

 
 

Happy Hour 4   
Thursday, 5 November, 7:30pm-8:30pm 

Learning and the Brain: Effective Strategies for Musicians 

 
A 50-minute tour of how our brains work, the latest neurological and psychological research about learning, 
and how to apply their findings to musical practice and learning of any new material. 
 

Presenter: Dr. Ana Maria Otamendi 
 
 

8:30pm-8:45pm - Announcement for Outstanding Teacher Award. 

     LMTA Happy Hours 2020 

SAVE THE DATES! 

            Happy Hour 3 - Sunday, October 25, 2020, 3:00pm 
 

 Happy Hour 4 - Thursday, November 5, 2020, 7:30pm 
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J ames May (b. 1994, Pittsburgh) is a 
composer, improviser, conductor, and 
writer. As a composer and improviser, 
he’s interested in creating music fo-

cused on texture, space, and agency, and par-
ticularly likes exploring extended vocal tech-
nique, how notation dictates power dynam-
ics, and literature. He regularly writes album 
reviews and articles for various news publi-
cations including icareifyoulisten, Sound 
American, and RTÉ Culture. As a conductor 
and performer, he’s a champion of  contem-
porary and experimental music. 

 Recent projects and collaborations 
include anthrophony for Western Carolina 
University’s percussion studio, sculpture vii for 
Dutch trio Trompo, sound design for Uni-
versity College Cork’s final year production 
Goblin Market and Southeastern Louisiana 
University’s What Lies Inside, and various free 
improvisation performances with and with-
out electronics. 

 James’ work has been performed and 
recorded by Chamber Choir Ireland and 
Paul Hillier, JACK Quartet, Echéa Quartet, 
the San Francisco Choral Artists, Longleash, 

and the University of  Louisville Orchestra 
and Collegiate Chorale. He was the winner 
of  the 2019 Seán Ó Riada Composition 
Contest for street after street alike, the 2019 
West Cork Chamber Music Festival Contest 
for Sculpture VI, the San Francisco Choral 
Artists’ 2017 New Voices Project for The 
Garden (“arresting… intricate and intense” 
– San Francisco Classical Voice), and com-
posed Zaira and Irene for the 2018 Huang 
Orchestra Commission from the University 
of  Louisville. 

 James was one of  12 recipients of  the 
2018-19 George J. Mitchell Scholarship, 
funding an MA in Experimental Sound 
Practice at University College Cork where he 
studied with John Godfrey, Jeff  Weeter, and 
Karen Power. He previously studied with 
Steve Rouse and Kimcherie Lloyd as a 
Bomhard Fellow at the University of  Louis-
ville, and Jack Gallagher and Lisa Wong at 
The College of  Wooster. 

2020 LMTA Commissioned Composer 
James May 
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As I write this, Louisiana is preparing for Hurricane Delta, the second major hurricane in a 
matter of  weeks. Some of  our friends and fellow LMTA members have been devastated by 
Hurricane Laura. Some of  us may soon be facing the same challenge with Hurricane Delta. 
  
Established over ten years ago, after Hurricane Katrina, the SOS Fund was founded to finan-
cially assist our teachers (and students) who are impacted by storms. 
  
How you can help: 

1.     Spread the word, by sharing on social media, about the DONATE button on the 
homepage of  LMTA.org. There is also a button to request a mailing address for checks. 
2.     If  you are able, please consider donating. 
3.     Host a small virtual playathon to raise money for SOS. 

  
To those who have already donated, thank you! 
 
If  you are a member who has been impacted by Hurricane Laura or Delta, or any storm in the 
future, please request financial assistance from the SOS Fund, using this form. 
  
  
We are here to help! 

 

Hannah Mayo 

SOS Fund Chair 

SOS FUND 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7R7nArM9rGF6xDgTxqgUSYYMW254-pL7bDR6FcFKPY-OQcQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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UPPER ELEMENTARY STATE COMPETITION 

 

Dear teachers, 

Although there will be several changes this year, LMTA will still hold the Upper Elementary State Competition.  Instead of 
holding the competition in person, it will take place online via video submissions. 

This competition is open to piano students in the 5th and 6th grades.  Students will play 2-3 pieces and have the opportunity 
to win cash awards.  The deadline to submit videos is October 17, 2020.  Winners will be announced by October 24. 

 

Following are the rules for online video submissions. 

 

Video Submission Requirements 

 

Videos may be made at home by the student, in the teacher’s studio, or any other place that has a piano available. 

 

The video recording should be made with one fixed camera angle/location, focused such that the performer is visible at 
all times. Pianists should have face, fingers, and feet visible at all times.  

 

The video must contain all repertoire listed on the original application. Entrants should pause between pieces but the 
entire program must be presented in one take.  To simulate a live performance, all selections must be submitted on 
ONE video with no pausing of recording or stoppage of recording in between selections. 

 

No editing is allowed.  Entrants should NOT introduce themselves or announce the piece being recorded. 

 

All pieces must be performed from memory. 

 

Videos must be uploaded to Youtube.  Please note that you must select “Unlisted” in the Privacy settings found under 
the Broadcasting and Sharing Options when uploading your video to Youtube. The only people that will be able to 
view your video are those to whom you give the URL. 

 

To submit an entry, the teacher (not student) must email the Youtube link for the video and a PDF of the original score 
of each piece to the chairman.  The teacher must also mail the registration form and the check for the entry fee to 
the chairman.  The deadline to submit entries is 11:59pm, Saturday, October 17, 2020.  Any emailed entries 
received after the deadline will not be accepted.  Any registration forms and checks postmarked after the deadline 
will not be accepted.  

To learn more about this competition and to see the complete list of rules, visit the Upper Elementary page on the LMTA 
website.  

If you have any questions about the competition, you can contact me at robin@yeemusicstudio.com 

 

Robin Yee 

Upper Elementary State Competition Chair  

mailto:robin@yeemusicstudio.com
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Composition News 

  
 
 
 
 
 
MTNA Composition Competition deadline was postponed for a week. We had only 1 entrant this 
year. Carter Jackson (Junior Division) will progress to the Regional Competition. Good Luck, 
Carter! 
 
The new deadline for the LMTA Composition Competition is October 18th. We are planning to 
stage a “Virtual Concert” before the end of the year with videos of the winning compositions.  
Please contact me, if you need help or have questions.  
 
Form and rules are available on the website. 
 
 
Ellene Owens 

Student Composition Competitions Chair 
msellenesmusic@gmail.com 

 
 
LMTA Deadline:  Sunday, October 18, 2020, 5:00pm Central Time 
   
 

https://lmtaorg.wpcomstaging.com/composition-competition/
mailto:msellenesmusic@gmail.com
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     Keyboard Olympics 

We are pleased that new students are entering our online Keyboard Olympics events and teachers have reported that stu-
dents are enjoying working on the materials for the various events! Below are a few important updates to share with you as 
you prepare your students for the upcoming Keyboard Olympics events.  

 

• Registration Fee: If paying the entire $50 registration fee upfront (for the entire level) is not possible during these                        
challenging economic times, students may now enter individual events for $20/event. They will pay $10 more, overall, 
but this should permit more students to participate as they can afford it. 

• Testing Change: Beginning with the October testing date, repertoire performances will be uploaded to YouTube. 
After scheduling the repertoire test date, upload the video to YouTube as an “unlisted video” and send the link to 
Pamela Pike via email (pdpike@lsu.edu) by 8 a.m. on the student’s scheduled test day. Adjudication will take place on 
scheduled testing days and judging forms will be emailed to the teacher shortly after the testing date. 

• Minor Syllabus Changes: 

  Improvisation: Levels 3-5 – There will be no question; only a chord chart and suggested rhythm.                     
  Level 4 – ternary form is eliminated. Level 5 – binary form is eliminated. 

  Playback Recordings: To make it less stressful for participants, a measure of rest has been added before 
  the student responds. It is still a continuous pattern. 

• Teacher Materials: More materials, for all levels, have been added to the appendix of the syllabus. Materials are com-
plete through Level 2. If students are working beyond level 2, please check back with the resources folders regularly as 
new materials are uploaded often. 

Upcoming 2020-21 Keyboard Olympics Event Testing Dates: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Do the Keyboard Olympics sound like a good idea but you aren’t sure where to start with this new curriculum? Visit the 
LMTA website and click on the link to the Keyboard Olympics Syllabus. The link will take you to a Google folder filled 
with teacher materials to help prepare your students for the Keyboard Olympics events. In the “Syllabus” folder there is a 
PDF of “Teaching Tips.” This tip sheet provides one example of how you might organize your teaching to prepare stu-
dents to take the Level 2 test throughout the year. You can use this as a model for the other levels. 

I encourage each LMTA teacher to try the Keyboard Olympics with just one student this year. Feel free to email if you 
have questions about the events and be sure to download the latest syllabus (2020 edition) from the link on the LMTA 
website! We look forward to welcoming new Olympians and to awarding more medals very soon! 
 

Contact Pamela Pike pdpike@lsu.edu for more information. 

 

Pamela Pike 
Keyboard Olympics Chair 

 

 
 

                  TEST DATES 2020-21 
     October 24                        February 27 
      November 14                               March 27 
      January 23         April 24  

mailto:pdpike@lsu.edu)
mailto:pdpike@lsu.edu


 

                                                                                                                                                                                  October 2020     11 

          Nominations  for Outstanding Teacher Award 

 

 

 

 

Dear LMTA colleagues, 

 

We are extending the deadline for the Outstanding Teacher Award Nominations!  Please email me or mail the 

nomination packet by Friday, October 16.  The outstanding teacher will be announced during LMTA's Happy 

Hour on November 5.  

 

The guidelines are posted in the Score (p.12).  Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

On a personal note, I want to thank LMTA friends for your support after Hurricane Laura.  Although our 

buildings have been damaged, McNeese has resumed classes online this week.  We are slowly trying to get back 

to normalcy here in Lake Charles although it will take a while. 

 

Thank you and be safe, 

Lina 

 

 

Lina Morita 

LMTA Outstanding Teacher Chair  

Email: lmorita@mcneese.edu  
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Nominations for Outstanding Teacher Award Nominations for the 2020 LMTA Outstanding Teacher Award 

are due by Friday, October 16, 2020. Any LMTA member or local affiliate may submit one nomination for 

the Outstanding Teacher Award. Each nominee must be a member in good standing of LMTA, must have 

resided in the state of Louisiana for the past five years, and must be currently teaching or recently retired. The 

nominee need not be a member of an affiliate organization of LMTA.  

The nominating person or group must supply a maximum of four letters of recommendation. One must be 

from a student of the nominee and one must be from a colleague. If more than four letters are submitted, only 

the first four received will be considered.  

Submissions may be made either by USPS or e-mail by the deadline. If the nomination is emailed, hard copies 

of the original letters should be mailed, also, to the Outstanding Teacher Chair. The original letters will be pre-

sented to the award recipient at the state conference. Special considerations are listed below and more infor-

mation may be found on the website.  

 

All nomination materials should be sent to:  

Dr. Lina Morita, LMTA Outstanding Teacher Chair  

162 W. Oak Lane Lake Charles, LA 70605  

email: lmorita@mcneese.edu  

 

Complete nomination packets are due by Friday, October 16, 2020  

Additional Details About the Nomination Packets:  

 

Suggested areas for comment in the recommendations include: 

• Achievement of the students of the nominee(s) as shown by Rally, entrance in competitions, performance 

in studio and/or public recitals, Guild Auditions, LFMC events, etc.  

• Service to LMTA, the local affiliate, and the musical community.  

• Continuing education, such as working toward a degree or toward certification, attending or presenting 

workshops, etc.  

•  Evidence of innovative teaching techniques 

• Writers of recommendations should be encouraged to be thorough in their comments. 

Nominations for Outstanding Teacher 2020 

https://lmtaorg.wpcomstaging.com/about/awards/
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LMTA Happy Hours 

  
                       Happy Hour 3 - Sunday, October 25, 2020, 3:00pm 
                       Happy Hour 4 - Thursday, November 5, 2020, 7:30pm 

 
 

MTNA Performance Competition Deadlines: 
The Louisiana deadline for video uploads will be Saturday, Oct. 17, 2020. 

 
 

Upper Elementary State Competition Deadline: 
The deadline to submit videos is October 17, 2020.  Winners will be announced by October 24. 

 
Composition Deadlines: 

LMTA Deadline:  Sunday, October 18, 2020, 5:00pm Central Time 
 

 
                         Keyboard Olympics Test Dates 2020-21 
                                                 October 24       February 27 
                                                         November 14                              March 27 
                                                         January 23                         April 24  

                                                                

 
Nomination for LMTA Outstanding Teacher:  

Friday, October 16, 2020 

 

Take Note 
Important events and dates to remember. 
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Rally Chairs 

 

 
Alexandria:  

TBA  
Contact Teresa Thomason 
 teresa88keys@gmail.com 

 
 

Baton Rouge:  
TBA  

Contact Yannah Gustafson 
mmlane88piano@gmail.com or 

Christine Lien ltlien2@gmail.com 
 
 

Lafayette:  
TBA     

Contact Hannah Mayo   
hannahemayo@gmail.com 

 
 

Lake Charles:  
TBA 

Contact Carla Breaux   
carlabreaux@aol.com 

 
 

Monroe:  
TBA 

Contact Amy Thornhill   
thornhillamy@gmail.com  

 
 

New Orleans: 
TBA 

Contact Peter Collins  
peterfrankcollins@gmail.com or  

Stephanie Screen  
stephanie.screen@gmail.com 

 
 

Northshore: 
TBA 

Contact Michelle Strain 
mgstrain@yahoo.com 

 
Ruston: 

TBA 
Contact Jeanne Patterson  
sareptagal@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:teresa88keys@gmail.com
mailto:hannahemayo@gmail.com
mailto:hannahemayo@gmail.com
mailto:hannahemayo@gmail.com
mailto:carlabreaux@aol.com
mailto:%20dmcclung@ulm.edu
mailto:%20dmcclung@ulm.edu
mailto:%20dmcclung@ulm.edu
mailto:mgstrain@yahoo.com
mailto:sareptagal@yahoo.com
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“Where words fail, music speaks.” 

 – Hans Christian Andersen  


