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            From the President 

 
 

2020 is already touted as being the year to remember.  For all of us, it is the year that we switched to online 
teaching within just a few weeks, and though online teaching can never replace face to face instruction, I know 
we are all grateful that we were still able to do what we love.  Thank you to all of the Boards that exchanged 
countless emails, texts and phone calls, and that met specifically to deal with issues related to COVID-19, and 
to all of the Chairs that tirelessly guided us in order to adapt to our new situation. 
 
For LMTA, 2020 is also the year that our website went down.  If you have been to the LMTA website recently, 
you probably have noticed that there has been no new content posted in a considerably long time.  Our Web-
master, Clara Guilbeau, found out that the plan that our website is covered under is no longer supported by the 
host and that she is unable to make any changes to it.  There were even some days we had horrifying moments 
when the website was completely down.  The Executive Board met a few times over the summer to address 
this problem, and unanimously voted to enlist the help of Lafayette President, Hannah Mayo, to design our 
new website.  We are thankful to Hannah for all of the many hours she is spending in order to give our mem-
bers a new and up-to-date platform to share information and ideas.  Stay tuned for an exciting new LMTA web-
site! 
 
Because of the outdated website, this issue of the Score is particularly important, with information that is usual-
ly posted on the website printed here.  Due to COVID-19, and the original LMTA State Conference date just a 
short period away, the Executive Board voted to cancel the conference that was to be held at LA Tech in 
Ruston, as well as some of the events that go along with it.  As such, we will not be able to meet, but you will 
find out what our President Elect, Chan Kiat Lim has in store for us in lieu of a face to face conference on pag-
es 5-7.  The online sessions are enticing and I look forward to attending them!  You can read about our MTNA 
Foundation Fellow and President Elect on page 15. 
 
Competitions that take place during the state conference will also move online.  Charlie Jones, (LMTA/MTNA 
Performance Competitions Chair), Robin Yee, (Upper Elementary State Competition Chair), and Ellene Ow-
ens, (Student Composition Competitions Chair), have spent a considerable amount of time adapting rules and 
procedures in order to arrange for our students to compete in a safe environment with online competitions, 
pages 10-12.  This format also benefit our students, as it gives them an opportunity to perform without the has-
sle and time commitment of traveling.  Typically during the General Session of the conference, we hear the 
premiere of our LMTA Commissioned Composer.  This year, our 2020 LMTA Commissioned Composer is 
James May, and more information about him can be found on page 13.  Traditionally, the Outstanding Teacher 
of the year is announced at the banquet.  This year it will be announced online, and nomination information is 
listed on page 17.  

 
 
           Continued on page 4. 
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            From the President 

Continued from page 3. 

 
The LMTA Keyboard Olympics is an event perfectly suited for COVID-19 as it is already an online curricu-
lum.  Pamela Pike, our Immediate Past President, and Keyboard Olympics Chair, shares with us news about the 
first participants as well as the schedule for 2020-21.  She also writes about her guest residency at the New 
School for Music Study, founded by Frances Clark and Louise Goss, page 16.  The article is touching and in-
spiring. Rebecca Bellelo, VP Rallies Chair, writes about what the Rally board was faced with due to COVID-19, 
(page 8) and the decisions that the Rally board voted on in order that Rally runs smoothly next year, and that 
medals are fairly awarded. 
 
The LMTA Happy Hours that Chan Kiat has organized for us gives us a unique opportunity to log on from 
whatever part of the state we are in to not only attend online sessions, but to see and greet other members.  I 
look forward to seeing everyone then! 

 
Francis Yang,  NCTM 
LMTA President 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                     July 2020     5 

 
 
During this uncertain time of Covid-19, the Executive Board has decided to cancel our LMTA Conference. 
Though, perhaps more than ever, we need to stay in touch and support our teaching community. It is also a time 
to explore new ways of teaching and learning. So in place of our fall conference, we will be hosting the LMTA 
Happy Hours - 4 Zoom presentations, once a month from August to November. 
 
See you at Happy Hours and BYOB! 
 
Chan Kiat Lim, NCTM 
President-Elect 

LMTA Happy Hours Schedule 
 

Happy Hour  1 - Getting Connected 

Sunday, 2 August 2020, 3:00pm-4:30pm (“Meet and Greet” at 2:45pm) 
 

This session has two panel discussions. The first panel focuses on how to get connected to your students 
through creative teaching strategies and effective resources during this pandemic. The second panel will dis-
cuss how to get connected to our community, understand its needs so that we can create more diverse and 
inclusive teaching environments. There will also be a special presentation "Navigating A Pandemic 101" on 
basic tools to help you and your student foster wellness during this unprecedented time. 
 

Presenters for Panel 1: David Easley, Chia-Ling Lien, and Michelle Strain 
Presenters for Panel 2: Katherine Chung, Aaron Mathews, Sue Steck-Turner, and guest presenter Dr. Phebe 
Hayes 

Guest presenter for Wellness Session: James Huval, LCSW-BACS 
 

Guest Presenters: 
Dr. Phebe Hayes: Following a long and successful career as a professor of Communicative 
Disorders and as Dean of the College of General Studies at the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette, Dr. Hayes has emerged an important voice in Louisiana Studies and in the Aca-
diana community as the Founder and President of the Iberia African American Historical 
Society (IAAHS). 
 
James Huval, LCSW-BACS: With a background in Theology and Cognitive Behavioral Thera-
py, James Huval is a psychotherapist in the Lafayette area who specializes in helping clients 
navigate anxiety, depression, and stress. With over 29 years of experience, Huval’s          
approach centers on creating a safe environment for his clients, both an actual comfortable 
"real space" and a place of trust in one’s heart and head.     
                      
         Schedule continued on page 6. 

                  LMTA Happy Hours 2020 
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Schedule continued:  
 
Happy Hour 2 - What, When, & How? Exploring Dr. Edwin Gordon's Learning Sequence 
Activities for Music Students & Teachers 

Monday, 7 September 2020, 3:00pm - 4:00pm 

 

This session will give an overview of the content in Dr. Edwin Gordon’s Rhythm and Tonal Sequences, 
the appropriate ordering of the Learning Sequence Activities, and how to present them to your stu-
dents. 
 
Presenter: Hannah Mayo 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Hour 3 - Beethoven's Electoral Sonatas 

Sunday, 11 October 2020, 3:00pm– 4:00pm 

 

When he was twelve, Beethoven composed three piano sonatas that are often not published with “the 
big 32.” This session examines these early works, focusing on innovations that are foreshadowed in 
Beethoven’s later compositions. 
 
Presenter: Dr. La Wanda J. Blakeney 

 
4:00pm– 5:00pm - Composition, Improvisation, and Virtuosic Listening 
Exploring the creative art of composition and improvisation with commissioned composer James May. 
He will also be premiering this composition in this session for LMTA members. 
 
Presenter:  James May 
 
 
 
 
 
    
          
 
 
          Schedule continued on page 7. 

     LMTA Happy Hours 2020 
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Schedule continued:  
 
 

Happy Hour 4 - Learning and the Brain: Effective Strategies for Musicians 

Thursday, 5 November, 7:30pm-8:30pm 

 

A 50-minute tour of how our brains work, the latest neurological and psychological research about 
learning, and how to apply their findings to musical practice and learning of any new material. 
 

Presenter: Dr. Ana Maria Otamendi 
 
 

8:30pm-8:45pm - Announcement for Outstanding Teacher Award. 

     LMTA Happy Hours 2020 

SAVE THE DATES! 

 Happy Hour 1 - Sunday, August 2, 2020, 3:00pm 
 Happy Hour 2 - Monday, September 7, 2020, 3:00pm 
 Happy Hour 3 - Sunday, October 11, 2020, 3:00pm 
 Happy Hour 4 - Thursday, November 5, 2020, 7:30pm 
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Rally News 

The LMTA Piano Rally Board held a special meeting in April to determine what 
the best course of action would be for Rally in 2020 as a result of COVID-19. 
Since there are 10 Districts that hold Rally throughout Louisiana, it was important 
that each District followed similar protocols in order to be consistent and fair to 
all teachers and students. 

 

The following decisions were voted on during the special Rally board meeting re-
garding 2020 Rally: 

 

The District Piano Rallies and the Torgrimson/Swanzy Competition were 
cancelled for 2020. 

LMTA honored any 2020 Senior who was on the 2019 Special Awards List 
with the medal they would have received in 2020 Rally. The Executive 
Board approved funds for these medals to be awarded to all seniors for 
2020. 

Any student who achieved Special Awards in 2019 and achieves Special 
Awards in 2021 will be given credit for 2020 Special Awards. This in-
cludes first-grade students who planned to enter 2020 Rally. 

 

Teachers were asked by their Rally district chairpersons to enter students into the 
database for 2020 Rally in order to maintain accurate and consecutive records for 
future years. 
  

The Rally board is hopeful for 2021 events and will have further discussions about 
next year’s possibilities during the summer board meeting. We want to encourage 
our young pianists to continue their musical pursuits, and we look forward to 
hearing their live performances at future events. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Bellelo, NCTM 

VP Rallies Chair 

 

 

 
Alexandria:  

TBA  
Contact Teresa Thomason 
 teresa88keys@gmail.com 

 
 

Baton Rouge:  
TBA  

Contact Yannah Gustafson 
mmlane88piano@gmail.com or 

Christine Lien ltlien2@gmail.com 
 
 

Lafayette:  
TBA     

Contact Hannah Mayo   
hannahemayo@gmail.com 

 
 

Lake Charles:  
TBA 

Contact Carla Breaux   
carlabreaux@aol.com 

 
 

Monroe:  
TBA 

Contact Amy Thornhill   
thornhillamy@gmail.com  

 
 

New Orleans: 
TBA 

Contact Peter Collins  
peterfrankcollins@gmail.com or  

Stephanie Screen  
stephanie.screen@gmail.com 

 
 

Northshore: 
TBA 

Contact Michelle Strain 
mgstrain@yahoo.com 

 
Ruston: 

TBA 
Contact Jeanne Patterson  
sareptagal@yahoo.com 

 
 

Shreveport: 
TBA 

Contact LaWanda Blakeney 
lawanda.blakeney@lsus.edu or 

Kathy Norris kknorris@suddenlink.net 
 
 

Thibodaux:  
TBA 

Contact Michelle Parro  
doremichelle@att.net 

mailto:teresa88keys@gmail.com
mailto:hannahemayo@gmail.com
mailto:hannahemayo@gmail.com
mailto:hannahemayo@gmail.com
mailto:carlabreaux@aol.com
mailto:%20dmcclung@ulm.edu
mailto:%20dmcclung@ulm.edu
mailto:%20dmcclung@ulm.edu
mailto:mgstrain@yahoo.com
mailto:sareptagal@yahoo.com
mailto:awanda.blakeney@lsus.edu
mailto:kknorris@suddenlink.net
mailto:doremichelle@att.net
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MTNA Performance Competitions Update 

Charles Jones, LMTA Competitions Chair 

 

 

I am pleased to announce the following from the 2020 MTNA Performance Competitions 
National Finals: 

 

 

MTNA Junior Strings Competition 

2nd Place – Calvin Alexander, violinist from Shreveport, a student of  Laura Crawford and Jan 
Sloman 
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Fall 2020 MTNA Performance Competitions for Louisiana 

 

Like most states, Louisiana has made the decision to move to online state MTNA performance competitions 
this fall. While live competitions are much preferable, uncertainty about the Covid-19 situation and complica-
tions in securing a live venue forced us to make this difficult decision.  MTNA will be sending more detailed 
instructions later in the summer, but here are some things to consider: 

 

1. Entrants must register online and pay fees at mtna.org by the deadline: Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2020 
at 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Detailed rules and guidelines will be available at the MTNA website later this 
summer. Videos are not submitted at that time. 

 

2. The Louisiana deadline for video uploads will be Saturday, Oct. 17, 2020. 

 

3. After MTNA registration, I will send entrants details about video uploads. 

 

4. LMTA will use YouTube for video submissions. State winners will resubmit their videos to the MTNA 
South Central Division Competitions in accordance with MTNA guidelines and procedures.  You may make 
new recordings for the Division if you wish. 

 

5. Piano and voice entrants must perform by memory. Memorization is optional for other entrants. 

 

6. Videos must be one camera, one angle. The entrant must be entirely visible in the shot, including hands. No 
editing is permitted. 

 

7. Each piece or movement of a larger work should be recorded and uploaded separately. 

 

8. Singers and instrumentalists may use an accompanist, accompaniment discs, or if there is no alternative, per-
form unaccompanied. 

 

9. Entrants must not identify themselves on their videos nor should they announce their pieces. 

 

10. Do not wait until the last second to register with MTNA or to upload your videos. It is the entrant’s re-
sponsibility to follow all rules and meet all deadlines. 

 

I will send more details as they become available. 

 

Charles Jones 

LMTA/MTNA Performance Competitions Chair 
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UPPER ELEMENTARY STATE COMPETITION 

 

Dear teachers, 

Although there will be several changes this year, LMTA will still hold the Upper Elementary State Competition.  Instead of 
holding the competition in person, it will take place online via video submissions. 

This competition is open to piano students in the 5th and 6th grades.  Students will play 2-3 pieces and have the opportunity 
to win cash awards.  The deadline to submit videos is October 17, 2020.  Winners will be announced by October 24. 

 

Following are the rules for online video submissions. 

 

Video Submission Requirements 

 

Videos may be made at home by the student, in the teacher’s studio, or any other place that has a piano available. 

 

The video recording should be made with one fixed camera angle/location, focused such that the performer is visible at 
all times. Pianists should have face, fingers, and feet visible at all times.  

 

The video must contain all repertoire listed on the original application. Entrants should pause between pieces but the 
entire program must be presented in one take.  To simulate a live performance, all selections must be submitted on 
ONE video with no pausing of recording or stoppage of recording in between selections. 

 

No editing is allowed.  Entrants should NOT introduce themselves or announce the piece being recorded. 

 

All pieces must be performed from memory. 

 

Videos must be uploaded to Youtube.  Please note that you must select “Unlisted” in the Privacy settings found under 
the Broadcasting and Sharing Options when uploading your video to Youtube. The only people that will be able to 
view your video are those to whom you give the URL. 

 

To submit an entry, the teacher (not student) must email the Youtube link for the video and a PDF of the original score 
of each piece to the chairman.  The teacher must also mail the registration form and the check for the entry fee to 
the chairman.  The deadline to submit entries is 11:59pm, Saturday, October 17, 2020.  Any emailed entries 
received after the deadline will not be accepted.  Any registration forms and checks postmarked after the deadline 
will not be accepted.  

To learn more about this competition and to see the complete list of rules, visit the Upper Elementary page on the LMTA 
website.  

If you have any questions about the competition, you can contact me at robin@yeemusicstudio.com 

 

Robin Yee 

Upper Elementary State Competition Chair  

mailto:robin@yeemusicstudio.com
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Composition News 

  
 
 
Because of COVID-19 I am suspecting that the number of entries in this competition will be lower. 
The number of students who participated in composition at my studio this summer is about half 
what it was last summer. In lieu of a live performance, we will put together a video of the winning 
compositions. I encourage teachers and students to participate in this activity. If there are questions 
or issues, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
  
Students who enter either competition are required to notate their piece using notation software. 
Actually, using a notation program is part of composition instruction in my studio. I use Finale, but 
there are also many Sibelius users among my colleagues. In the past my students have used my com-
puter to notate their completed compositions. Given the present situation, I found myself a bit un-
comfortable with this. There is a plethora of free notation programs available online, but I’ve had 
some students use them and get unsatisfactory results.  
 
Because I wasn’t familiar with those particular programs, I wasn’t much help. However, both Finale 
and Sibelius have free student downloads – Finale Notepad and Sibelius First. This seems like a 
more reasonable option for teachers to suggest to their students – at least the teacher will be used to 
the way the program works. 
  
I also invite anyone who needs help with Finale to email me. If you have questions about Sibelius, I 
will try to find someone to answer your questions. 
  
Ellene Owens 

Student Composition Competitions Chair 
msellenesmusic@gmail.com 

MTNA Deadline: Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 3:00pm Eastern Time 
 
LMTA Deadline:  Friday, September 18, 2020, 5:00pm Central Time 
   
Forms for both competitions will be available in August. 

mailto:msellenesmusic@gmail.com
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J ames May (b. 1994, Pittsburgh) is a 
composer, improviser, conductor, and 
writer. As a composer and improviser, 
he’s interested in creating music fo-

cused on texture, space, and agency, and par-
ticularly likes exploring extended vocal tech-
nique, how notation dictates power dynam-
ics, and literature. He regularly writes album 
reviews and articles for various news publi-
cations including icareifyoulisten, Sound 
American, and RTÉ Culture. As a conductor 
and performer, he’s a champion of  contem-
porary and experimental music. 

 Recent projects and collaborations 
include anthrophony for Western Carolina 
University’s percussion studio, sculpture vii for 
Dutch trio Trompo, sound design for Uni-
versity College Cork’s final year production 
Goblin Market and Southeastern Louisiana 
University’s What Lies Inside, and various free 
improvisation performances with and with-
out electronics. 

 James’ work has been performed and 
recorded by Chamber Choir Ireland and 
Paul Hillier, JACK Quartet, Echéa Quartet, 
the San Francisco Choral Artists, Longleash, 

and the University of  Louisville Orchestra 
and Collegiate Chorale. He was the winner 
of  the 2019 Seán Ó Riada Composition 
Contest for street after street alike, the 2019 
West Cork Chamber Music Festival Contest 
for Sculpture VI, the San Francisco Choral 
Artists’ 2017 New Voices Project for The 
Garden (“arresting… intricate and intense” 
– San Francisco Classical Voice), and com-
posed Zaira and Irene for the 2018 Huang 
Orchestra Commission from the University 
of  Louisville. 

 James was one of  12 recipients of  the 
2018-19 George J. Mitchell Scholarship, 
funding an MA in Experimental Sound 
Practice at University College Cork where he 
studied with John Godfrey, Jeff  Weeter, and 
Karen Power. He previously studied with 
Steve Rouse and Kimcherie Lloyd as a 
Bomhard Fellow at the University of  Louis-
ville, and Jack Gallagher and Lisa Wong at 
The College of  Wooster. 

2020 LMTA Commissioned Composer 
James May 
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     Keyboard Olympics 

On Saturday, May 16 we welcomed our first 

participants in the Preparatory and Level 1 

events of  the LMTA Keyboard Olympics. 

Eight student Olympians participated in key-

board musicianship, lead sheets, repertoire, ear 

training, harmonization and transposition, im-

provisation, and question and answer events. 

Students can compete in as many or as few 

events each month, as they are ready. We are 

thrilled to announce that Morgan Villard, stu-

dent (and daughter) of  Melva Villard success-

fully completed all events and earned her Pre-

paratory Olympic medal. Congratulations, 

Morgan! We look forward to hearing new 

Olympians from around the state soon.  

 

 

 

   The next scheduled Keyboard Olympic test-

ing date is scheduled for September 26, so start 

working toward the requirements now. Prepar-

ing for the Keyboard Olympics is an excellent 

summer activity. For more details visit the 

LMTA website LMTA Keyboard Olympics.   

Pamela Pike,  

Keyboard Olympics Chair 

 

Contact Pamela Pike pdpike@lsu.edu for more 

information. 

 

 
 

 

 

                  TEST DATES 2020-21 
July 18           January 23 
September 26      February 27 
October 24       March 27  
November 14      April 24 

LMTA Keyboard Olympics are Underway! 

http://lmta.org/state.asp?page=LMTA%20Keyboard%20Olympics
mailto:pdpike@lsu.edu
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Chan Kiat Lim is Professor of  Piano at the University of  Louisiana-Lafayette and the 

recipient of  the University’s Distinguished Professor Award and LMTA’s Outstanding 

Teacher Award. Lim has performed in Canada, China, Germany, Greece, Italy, Jamai-

ca, Malaysia, Romania and throughout the USA, including solo recitals at Steinway 

Hall, NYC. An enthusiastic interpreter of  works by American composers, Lim can be 

heard on An American Kaleidoscope (Centaur Records). He is the co-author of  mul-

timedia curriculum eNovativePiano and has served as clinician/presenter/artist at 

state, national and international conferences. A performer-pedagogue, Lim has guided 

students to top prizes in national and international competitions. 

 

To hear MTNA President Martha Hilley announce Chan Kiat Lim as foundation fel-

low please follow the link. 

 MTNA Foundation Fellow  

https://youtu.be/7VZkbRwfvrI
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Inspired by Our Pedagogical Legends 
By Pamela Pike, NCTM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L ate one evening in September 1997, during the sec-
ond semester of my doctoral coursework at the Uni-

versity of Oklahoma, I stumbled upon a set of old VHS tapes 
hidden at the back of a video cabinet in our piano pedagogy 
resource center. They contained hours of footage of Frances 
Clark and Louise Goss teaching groups of children at the New 
School for Music Study in Kingston, New Jersey. I inserted a 
cassette into the VCR slot and as the gears wound the tape I 
anxiously awaited the first glimpse of master teachers at 
work. For the next several hours (well past the official build-
ing closing time), I sat, enthralled by the teaching and learn-
ing that I witnessed.  

 As a regular reader of Frances Clark and Louise Goss’ 
“Questions and Answers” column in Clavier magazine, the 
video allowed me to see their well-documented pedagogical 
techniques in action. During their classes, I observed attentive 
children learning important foundational principles of music 
and experiencing these through complementary movement, 
singing, off- and on-bench activities. I saw beautiful tech-
nique, even at the beginning stages of learning, and children 
rising to the challenge of listening to peers critically and play-
ing repertoire musically. There was such obvious joy in mak-
ing music (displayed through the body language of the chil-
dren) that I was certain that although most of them had not 
become music majors, they were certainly still playing the 
piano for pleasure. The video opened my eyes to so much 
that had been lacking in my own group teaching up to that 
point and forever changed my approach to helping individu-
als and groups of children learn to play the piano. From that 
moment on, I have counted Clark and Goss as important mu-
sical mentors. 

 Twenty-two years later, I was invited to the New 
School for Music Study (NSMS), where I would present a 
three-day intensive teaching residency that included a public 
pedagogy workshop, observing lessons and classes, and 
providing feedback to the teachers at NSMS. I’ve given lec-
tures and workshops in twenty countries and taught on a 
cruise ship that sailed throughout Europe, North Africa and 
the United Kingdom, but I’ve never been more excited than I 
was travelling from Louisiana to New Jersey. For me, it was a 

religious experience; walking into the white colonial-style 
historic home in Kingston was like journeying to Mecca. On 
October 29, 2019, as I walked through the side door into the 
school, I was literally walking in the footsteps of great teach-
ers.  

 The residency began with a tour of the seven teach-
ing rooms (some with one piano, others with two), the work-
room and library (where NSMS teachers meet, plan and dis-
cuss teaching) and the kitchen (where faculty congregate for 
breaks or quick snacks). Then, I walked into the big music 
room where Clark and Goss recorded their teaching video 
that I encountered two decades earlier. The wood paneling 
has been painted white, but there are still desks and silent 
keyboards for children, floor space (complete with a music 
staff carpet) for various activities and now two Steinway pian-
os. On the walls, portraits of Frances Clark and Louise Goss 
remind us that their work lives on through the teaching and 
music making that emanates from this house. 

 For the next three days, I observed lessons with stu-
dents of all ages and met with most of the NSMS faculty and 
post-graduate fellows individually. I also met teachers from 
the greater Princeton and surrounding community, some who 
had studied with Clark and Goss years earlier, others who 
were novice teachers themselves. Everyone that I met had a 
zest for teaching piano and a desire to become better teach-
ers with each passing day. I watched adult students work on 
music from level 1 staples to advanced concerti. I observed 
high school students during a weekly repertoire class, study 
with, perform for and eloquently critique peer performances 
of music in progress. I sat on the floor with kindergarten-aged 
children in their Halloween costumes as they engaged in their 
first semester of piano study and helped them as they com-
pleted their music activity rotations. In short, I witnessed 
many teachers, many of whom were too young to have ob-
served Frances Clark’s teaching, carry on the pedagogical 
legacy and traditions that she shared with the American pi-
ano teaching community.  

 While very few of us have the opportunity to visit 
the building that houses the NSMS, we each have access to 
the vast resources that Frances and Louise left behind 
through their writings (and videos) about teaching piano. 
They always put the student at the center of the learning, 
maintaining high musical standards were paramount and 
they believed that with a well-sequenced and comprehensive 
curriculum, every child could succeed at the piano. Sixty years 
after the founding of the New School for Music Study, I expe-
rienced these values in action and returned to my own teach-
ing with a renewed sense of passion and accountability. 

       Photo from newschoolofmusic.org 
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Nominations for Outstanding Teacher Award Nominations for the 2020 LMTA Outstanding Teacher Award 

are due by Friday, August 24, 2020. Any LMTA member or local affiliate may submit one nomination for 

the Outstanding Teacher Award. Each nominee must be a member in good standing of LMTA, must have 

resided in the state of Louisiana for the past five years, and must be currently teaching or recently retired. The 

nominee need not be a member of an affiliate organization of LMTA.  

The nominating person or group must supply a maximum of four letters of recommendation. One must be 

from a student of the nominee and one must be from a colleague. If more than four letters are submitted, only 

the first four received will be considered.  

Submissions may be made either by USPS or e-mail by the deadline. If the nomination is emailed, hard copies 

of the original letters should be mailed, also, to the Outstanding Teacher Chair. The original letters will be pre-

sented to the award recipient at the state conference. Special considerations are listed below and more infor-

mation may be found here.  

 

All nomination materials should be sent to:  

Dr. Lina Morita, LMTA Outstanding Teacher Chair  

162 W. Oak Lane Lake Charles, LA 70605  

email: lmorita@mcneese.edu  

 

Complete nomination packets are due by Friday, August 24, 2020  

Additional Details About the Nomination Packets:  

 

Suggested areas for comment in the recommendations include: 

• Achievement of the students of the nominee(s) as shown by Rally, entrance in competitions, performance 

in studio and/or public recitals, Guild Auditions, LFMC events, etc.  

• Service to LMTA, the local affiliate, and the musical community.  

• Continuing education, such as working toward a degree or toward certification, attending or presenting 

workshops, etc.  

•  Evidence of innovative teaching techniques 

• Writers of recommendations should be encouraged to be thorough in their comments. 

Nominations for Outstanding Teacher 2020 

http://lmta.org/state.asp?page=teacherawardguidelines
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Save the dates: LMTA Happy Hours 
  

      Happy Hour 1 - Sunday, August 2, 2020, 3:00pm 
     Happy Hour 2 - Monday, September 7, 2020, 3:00pm 

 Happy Hour 3 - Sunday, October 11, 2020, 3:00pm 
       Happy Hour 4 - Thursday, November 5, 2020, 7:30pm 

 
MTNA Performance Competition Deadlines: 

Entrants must register online and pay fees at mtna.org by the deadline: Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2020 at 3:00 
p.m. Eastern Time.  

The Louisiana deadline for video uploads will be Saturday, Oct. 17, 2020. 
 

Upper Elementary State Competition Deadline: 
The deadline to submit videos is October 17, 2020.  Winners will be announced by October 24. 

 
Composition Deadlines: 

MTNA Deadline: Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 3:00pm Eastern Time 
LMTA Deadline:  Friday, September 18, 2020, 5:00pm Central Time 

Forms for both competitions will be available in August. 

 
                         Keyboard Olympics Test Dates 2020-21 
                                                 July 18           January 23 
                                                         September 26      February 27 
                                                         October 24                 March 27  
                                                         November 14      April 24 

 
Nomination for LMTA Outstanding Teacher:  

Friday, August 24, 2020 

 

Take Note 
Important events and dates to remember. 

Remember to renew your MTNA/LMTA dues to be  

included in the LMTA 2020-21 directory. 
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“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings 

to the mind, flight to the imagination, and 

life to everything.” – Plato  


