
 

Greetings to  

“MTNA 2010 State of the Year Members”!   

  

I hope you have enjoyed a positive spring semester 
with your students and performances.  I can hon-
estly say that I am ready for a little unscheduled time 
to breathe, catch up with my personal life, and clean 
up my studio!  I wish all of you a great summer! 

~Donna 

 

Thank you Rally Chairs for your work on behalf of our students and 

teachers.  This event is a very important one across the state that offers 
attainable goals for many students.  We appreciate our state Piano Rally 
Chair Teresa Thomason, all the local chairs, and Dorothy Salhmann, 
VP-Rallies, who work overtime in our behalf.   

 

The Torgrimson/Swanzy Competition was held at Louisiana State Uni-

versity in Baton Rouge on Saturday, June 5.  LMTA has some of the best 
students in the nation!  

   

Please remember to renew your MTNA/LMTA/Local association member-

ship dues.  As you pay your dues, please remember that we have desig-
nated two MTNA Foundation Fellows for 2011, Cindy Hockenjos and 

Katherine Tobey.  You may include a donation with your dues by adding 
Cindy or Katherine’s name on the memo line of your check, or sending an 
email to Jenny Thomason at www.mtna.org with the name. 

Continued on page 2 

FROM THE PRESIDENT                                      Donna Toney 

 

 

S C R E 

FREE CONVENTION  

REGISTRATION AND BANQUET! 
LMTA is offering to reimburse one lucky mem-
ber their registration and banquet fees ($65 
value) for the 2010 LMTA Convention in Nat-
chitoches.  Please see President-elect Judy 

McGehee’s article for more information. 

June          2010  
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Play the music, 
not the instrument. 
~Author Unknown 
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S C R E 

The 2010 MTNA National Conference in Albuquerque was a wonderful event.  The ses-

sions were the best in some years, particularly for IMT’s.  Also enjoyable were the publisher 
showcases, meetings and concerts.  We were thrilled to honor Charles Jones and the late 
Ernestine Durrett as 2010 MTNA Foundation Fellows.  And, receiving the honor 
of 2010 MTNA State of the Year Honor was the highlight.  We were awarded a 

$1,000 check which will be used for our members.  LMTA will host a lovely Mem-
ber Reception on Thursday evening of the convention.  This will be a wonderful 
time to celebrate and share time with colleagues.  Please make plans to be there. 

 Celebration, Come on! 

 

The 2010 MTNA Conference was the starting date for “A Year of Collaborative Music”.   

LMTA is in line with our national association as we launch our own Chamber Music Competi-
tion.  The first LMTA Chamber Music Competition will be held in the fall of 2011 at the 
University of Louisiana at Monroe.   This competition is a great incentive for your pre-college 

students to expand their musicality and enjoy playing with others, while working toward a tan-
gible goal.  Please see the CMC guidelines for particulars and email Dr. Chan Kiat Lim at 
chankiatliim@louisiana.edu with any questions. 

  

July 10 is the date for the third annual LMTA Board Meeting and Retreat, to be held 

once again at the Wesley Center in Woodworth.   The LMTA Board, Chairs and local affiliate 
presidents are invited to attend this time of motivation, networking and planning for the mem-

bers of our organization beginning at 10 am. Also, the state rally board will meet at the 
Wesley Center.  Teresa Thomason will be facilitating this meeting.  If you have ideas, com-
ments or questions concerning our organization, please let me know!  My email address is 
dhtoney@gmail.com .  I welcome your input.  It is my wish that LMTA truly represent all mem-

bers. 

   

What’s cooking in the kitchen….our webmaster Katherine Tobey has added new “rally 

day” recipes to the website.  Please send your favorite recipes to share with members; those 

delicious treats that help us maintain our wonderful positive attitudes during our long work-

days!  (I’m not sure we could even hold a rally in Baton Rouge without David Easley’s bread 

pudding!).  Katherine’s email is tobeykath@cox.net.    

From the President  continued 

 

 
It is Cenla Music Teacher’s Association’s (CMTA) pleasure to wel-
come you to the 2010 LMTA State Convention in historic Natchi-
toches, LA. The convention will be held October 14-16, 2010 on 
the campus of Northwestern Sate University.  

 
The convention is sure to bring outstanding educational opportu-

nities and rejuvenate our excitement over our chosen profession 
of teaching and performing music.  The banquet also promises to 
be a great night of friends and fun.  Come to this always satisfy-
ing event to make and renew friendships, enjoy fabulous food 
and put in a bid or two at the auction to help a very worthwhile 
cause. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Natchitoches in October 
at what promises to be a most enjoyable and informative event! 

 

Jill O’Toole 
CMTA President 
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Sue Steck-Turner,  Chair 
 

 

 

The SHS Fund was established in 

2007 to provide assistance to stu-
dents who families are in financial 
distress and unable to pay for music 

lessons and related items.  Activity 
has increased recently as we find 
more and more students—and 
teachers—needing assistance due to 

the faltering economy.   

 

In response to inquiries from teachers, I would like to address the following questions: 

 

Who is eligible?  To be eligible for assistance a student must study with an LMTA teacher.  The 

student’s family must demonstrate an inability to pay for lessons.  Music should be the student’s 

primary activity and interest—no additional activities such as sports, dance, karate, etc., and the 
student should show definite success and/or progress in his/her musical endeavors. 

 

What assistance is available?  SOS is currently supplying subsidies of $65 per month for tui-

tion, assistance in purchasing keyboards, moving and tuning pianos, and various requests initiated 
by teachers. 

 

How long does the assistance last?  Currently assistance is for one or two months at a time.  

This procedure is used to assure that the funds will be distributed to as many families as possible.  
Requests can be resubmitted by the teacher for as long as a family needs assistance and/or funds 
are available. 

 

Where does the money come from?  The SHS Fund usually has approximately $4000 to dis-

tribute.  Each year local affiliates are encouraged to sponsor playathons to raise money for the 
fund.   To date, over $4000 has been raised for the current year which replenished our almost de-
pleted fund.   Playathons can be scheduled at any time, in any venue, by any number of teachers.  

LMTA supplies attractive pins for all students who participate in playathons.  Information concern-
ing playathons can be found on the LMTA website or by contacting me at 
(steckturner@hotmail.com).   

 

How is assistance requested?   Assistance must be requested by the studio teacher.  We rely 
on the teachers and their assessment as to whether their students are seriously in need of help.  

Materials to be submitted include the application form found on the LMTA website and a brief ex-
planation of the family’s need for assistance.  This information should be either emailed or snail-
mailed to me at the address on the form. 

 

STATE CONVENTION PLAYATHON HAS BEEN CANCELLED.  

LOCAL PLAYATHONS ARE SERIOUSLY NEEDED! 
 

Due to the location of the convention and the difficulties of the logistics, the State Convention 
Playathon has been cancelled.  For SHS funding to continue, locals must schedule playathons for 
the new teaching year.  Keep reading on page 4 for IDEATHONS! 



 

SOS continued 

MAKEUP-ATHON   Schedule a playathon for the week you will be at convention.  Do it on 

the weekend before or early in the week.  The playathon will take the place of weekly lessons, 
you will earn your pay and still be able to attend the convention—and you will help the SHS 
Fund. 

 

SP      KATHON   Schedule a playathon for Halloween.  Students can dress in costume and 

play spooky songs—perhaps even bob for and gather a few treats. 

 

HOLLYTHON  Schedule a playathon for the holidays.  Play seasonal music in a well-travelled 

location like a mall and gather additional money from passerby’s. 

 

ANYKINDOF-THON  Schedule an activity of your choice—a theme recital, a musical fair, a 

special occasion—where students can perform and request donations from sponsors.  Print 
special tickets to the event with a printed request for donations.  There is no end to the possi-
bilities.  You are limited only by your imagination! 

 

DO IT TODAY!! 

 

Harp News 
Cathy Anderson, Chair 

 

Harp Rally took place on March 6 at The Runnels School in Baton Rouge, 

under the direction of Rebecca Todaro.  Twenty students participated from 
three teaching studios:  

   Catherine Anderson, New Orleans  

   Barbara Belew, Lake Charles  

   Rebecca Todaro, Baton Rouge 
   

AND THE WINNERS ARE: 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rally concluded with a lovely harp concert featuring top rally contestants as well as harp 

duets by Rebecca Todaro and Elaine Barber, the Harp Rally 2010 adjudicator.   

  

Level A  Kathryn Fagan from the Anderson studio, with the 

  runner up Quinn Kendall from the Todaro studio. 
  
 Level B Alyssa Kortright, followed closely by her sister Kris
  ten Kortright for second place.  The Kortrights also 
come   from the Anderson studio.   
 
Level II   Marisa Spengeman from New Orleans, where she 
  studies with Mrs. Anderson. 
 
Adult Level II  Lynette Babineaux, from Mrs. Belew's Lake Charles 
  studio.   
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THINK CONVENTION…..THINK CONVENTION…..THINK CONVENTION…..THINK CONVEN…. 

Save the Date: October 14 - 15 for Convention 2010! 

Judy McGehee, President Elect  

This is the time to plan your fall lessons so that you can be part of our convention!  Group les-

sons, movie and popcorn, Playathon  - what will work best for your studio so that you are not 

teaching lessons during Convention?  This year we are in historic Natchitoches, on the beautiful 
campus of Northwestern State University, where you will enjoy the company of your colleagues 
from around the state and participate in sessions which have something for everyone.  Our 
hosts from NSU, Dr. Christine Allen and Dr. Francis Yang, Jill O’Toole, CENLA president, 

and Dr. Charles Jones, our South Central Division Director and Natchitoches resident, are 
working hard to help make our convention the best one ever! 

 

Our convention artist this year is Peter Mack of Seattle.  Members who have attended his 

sessions in Atlanta and this year in Albuquerque have witnessed firsthand his delightful and en-
gaging style.  Mack will present a recital on Thursday evening, followed by a festive champagne 
reception in the NSU Union Ballroom celebrating our status as MTNA’s State of the Year.  He 
will also conduct a masterclass, and present two sessions. Our featured clinician is Christine 

Barden, co-author of Alfred’s Music for Little Mozarts.  Christine’s two pedagogy sessions will 
give you new ideas to inspire and motivate your students every week.  She will also present an 
Alfred Showcase on Music for Little Mozarts.  Please read David Evenson’s biographies of Peter 

Mack and Christine Barden in this Score. 

 

One reason that Louisiana is so deserving of the State of the Year designation is our wealth of 

talented teachers and presenters. We will once again have a variety of strings sessions ar-

ranged by Paul Christopher of Northwestern.  We’ll also be treated to voice sessions by 
Laura Thompson of Louisiana Tech and Lisa Benner of LSMSA.   Our piano sessions include 
topics ranging from Chopin to the latest technology; from online music libraries to the charac-
teristics of the perfect piano teacher.  Carol White will lead our IMTF session, and collegiate 

chapter students will meet with Steele Moegle of Louisiana Tech.  College faculty will enjoy 
Joan Jensen’s informative session. 

 

This year our convention features not just one, but two hotels, located next door to one an-

other.  Rooms at the Best Western (5131 University Parkway; 318-352-6655) are $89 per 
night, and at the Holiday Inn Express (5137 University Parkway; 318-354-9911) are $110 per 
night.  So be sure to book early to get your choice of rooms and rates.  Both hotels feature free 

hot breakfast and internet access. 
 

Our banquet will be a lovely sit-down dinner at The Landing, one of the best restaurants any-

where in Louisiana.  We’ll have delicious menu choices, and also enjoy a cash bar in our dining 

room. 

 

Teaching piano can be a lonely occupation.  I consider convention my time to see friends from 

around the state, become inspired at a recital, learn new pedagogy techniques from sessions, 

hear and buy new music.  I schedule my fall teaching calendar around convention, and my stu-
dents and parents accept it without question.   

 

Plan now so that you won’t be left out of the excitement!    

Registration form is on page 10 of the SCORE. 

REGISTRATION PASSWORD——-CITYOFLIGHTS 
SEND AN EMAIL TO DONNA TONEY at dhtoney@gmail.com.  In the subject  heading type your name and the 
registration password.  That’s it!  There is no need to type anything else in the email.  Donna will collect all 

emails, print them out and ONE will be drawn on August 15th.  YOU could save $65!  



 

OUTSTANDING TEACHER AWARD 
CINDY HOCKENJOS, CHAIR 

 
WHO HAS THE CHARACTERISTICS LISTED ON THE BLACKBOARD? 

 

CHALLENGE 
Each Local Affiliate nominate a member for 

LMTA Outstanding Teacher Award 
 

OPPORTUNITY 

To honor a member who has been active in their local association 
 

THE REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES CAN BE FOUND AT 

http://www.lmta.org/state.asp?page=teacherawardguidelines 
 

DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 10, 2010 

 

SEE YOUR COLLEAGUE HONORED IN OCTOBER! 
 

 
We all know someone who deserves this award! This is a great time to start gathering 
the information listed in the guidelines.  What an honor to your member if their Local 

Association nominated them for Outstanding Teacher for 2010!   

 

GET BUSY!!!  You still have several months to gather information and make the dead-
line!  

 

If you have any questions contact me by email: cindyhockenjos@millenicom.com  

 

Send in your nominations by September 10, 2010. 

 
Cindy Hockenjos 

334 Wells Road 
Arcadia, LA  71001 
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David Evenson, Piano Chair 
 

The piano clinician for the Louisiana Music Teachers Association 2010 Convention will be Irish pi-

anist Peter Mack. Dr. Mack has performed 
throughout the United States, Europe, Australia, 
and the former Soviet Union and is the winner of 
the New Orleans, Young Keyboard Artists, and Pa-

cific International Piano Competitions (his prize for 
winning the Sherman-Clay competition included a 
Steinway grand piano). A choral scholar at Trinity 
College in Dublin, he went on to obtain a doctorate 

in piano performance from the University of Wash-
ington. His primary teachers were Frank Heneghan 
and Bela Siki. Dr. Mack is equally in demand as a 

performer, clinician, and teacher. Pupils of Peter 
Mack are frequent winners of the Seattle Young Art-
ists Concerto Competition, and for the last four 

years in a row his students have won the M. T. N. A. college division competition in either Wash-

ington or Oregon. Peter Mack is Associate Professor of Piano Performance at Cornish College of 
the Arts in Seattle, Washington.  

 

“Mack is one of those lucky ones, born with a completely balanced set of talents. 
He has perfect piano hands, his technique is all but infallible, he has boundless 
temperament, style and taste, and above all, he communicates directly.... In all 

capacities he is indefatigable...” – Los Angeles Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An internationally recognized authority on early childhood music, Christine H. Barden is a co-

author of Alfred’s Music for Little Mozarts preschool piano method. She is currently an independ-

ent piano teacher in Reno, Nevada, where she teaches numerous 
prize-winning students in piano and composition, in addition to Music 
for Little Mozarts preschool classes. 

 

A graduate with a degree in piano performance from San Francisco 

State University, Christine studied with Vladimir Brenner, piano soloist 
for the NBC Symphony Orchestra. In addition, she spent four years 
studying, performing, and teaching in Europe.  Christine was one of 

the first teachers from the United States to study with Yamaha Music 
Foundation instructors in Japan. She subsequently served as a na-
tional staff member with Yamaha for 17 years. Her responsibilities in-
cluded Director of Curriculum and National Chief Instructor for the Ya-

maha Music Education System. 

 

A popular clinician, Christine has presented workshops for piano 

teachers at professional conferences throughout the United States, as well as in England, Norway, 

and Singapore. Her published music with Alfred includes the Music for Little Mozarts course and 
several charming piano solos including the National Federation of Music Club’s Junior Festival se-
lection, “Etude Toccata.” 
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Music Technology 
Carla Breaux, Chair 

      
 
 

Well, teachers, it seems that summer is 

right around the corner.  Have you thought 
about offering a summer camp or work-
shop that embraces technology?  Don’t 

have enough time to find and plan activi-
ties? Technology can help. 
 

Websites are available that can aid in 

planning a workshop or simply adding 
some variety into your studio.  The website 

www.youtube.com is an excellent source 
for listening exercises as well as for learn-
ing music history.  Although this website 

has some undesirable materials, it also of-
fers a wide range of videos to suit your 
curriculum.  These videos can be saved to your own personal playlist and be available when-
ever needed.  If the idea of children playing on the internet makes you nervous, you can save 

your videos on www.savevid.com.  Simply type or copy and paste the “url”  of the video you 
want and click “Download”.  The video is automatically saved to your computer.  No further 
internet connection is required.  In addition, by downloading useful videos with this website, 
you have gathered into one place what works for you. 

 

At a loss for activities to offer in the summer, log on to www.lessonplanspage.com . This web-

site has hundreds of lesson plans, ideas, and activities already prepared for various subjects.  
Click on “Music”.  The plans are separated first by school grade and then by topic, such as 
composition, dance and movement, instruments, symbols and scales.  Just pick the ones you 

want.  They can all be printed, and they are all free.  As a teacher, you can contribute to the 
website by adding your own successful lesson plans. 
 

Two other useful websites are www.dsokids.com and www.classicsforkids.com .  Both sites 

offer wonderful games, biographies of composers, and timelines that show what else was go-

ing on when each composer lived.  By the way, both activities listed below are free.   
 

DSOKids has great games such as Beethoven’s Baseball.  In this game, the student picks 5 

players to be on his team from the likes of Stravinsky, Mozart and Bach.  The student is asked 
to answer questions about composers.  Short biographies of the composers are available for 
the student to read is he chooses. (Incidentally, these biographies can be printed and used in 

other activities.)  Now play begins.  The student is asked a question about one of his compos-
ers/players by Beethoven, the pitcher.  A correct answer means a base hit.  If desired, this 
game can be played by a group. 

 

Classics for Kids has previously broadcast radio programs that focus on a specific composer 

for an entire month.  The programs are downloadable as a podcast or can be viewed from the 
website archives, which go back to 2008. Activity sheets can be printed that add more infor-
mation about each week’s composer.   
 

Another free website is www.musictechteacher.com . This site includes quizzes, resources and 

information for music teachers who wish to incorporate technology into their studios.   
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Technology continued 

The worksheets require Sibelius Scorch or Adobe PDF plug-in to be viewed.  However, the work-

sheets may be printed.  The games include rhythm, instrument identification, listening, and com-
poser awareness. The activities on this site can be assigned for play at home as well as for prac-
tice time.   

 

Another website worth looking into is www.musiclearningcommunity.com .   Each student is as-

signed a username & password.  The site then keeps track of the students scores as they play its 
games at home.  Also, these games are cross-referenced to the levels and content of popular 
method books.  The subjects include theory, rhythm and ear training.  This site is not free.  The 
cost is $19.99 per month, a small amount to pay for the organization it offers.  The cost can be 

recovered by charging each student a small technology fee. 
 

     I hope these ideas are helpful.  Remember, technology is fun! 

...a note from the editor 

Pour yourself a cup of coffee and enjoy 

reading the great articles in this edi-

tion of the SCORE.  Our contributors 

spend a great deal of time writing and 

gathering information for their article.  

If you found an article interesting and 

helpful to you, email the contributor 

and let them know.  Do you have an idea 

for an article?  My email address is 

achordabove@etigers.net  achordabove@etigers.net  achordabove@etigers.net  achordabove@etigers.net      

  Enjoy your summer! 

     

    

 David 
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