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From the President  Katherine Tobey 

We are once again approaching the time of year we 
dream about:  SUMMER Break!  I hope your summer will 
indeed include some "break" time for rest and renewal, 
and I wish you all a relaxed pace and time for leisure 
activities.  

This issue of the Score brings you news of the MTNA   
Conference in Atlanta and previews of the LMTA Convention in Lafayette (October 15-17) 
as well as articles on technology, certification, competitions, Students Helping Students 
and "Recession-Proof Business Strategies."  Thanks to all of our contributors.   

The Torgrimson/Swanzy Competition will be held at Louisiana Tech in Ruston on 

Saturday, June 6.  Good luck to all the students who will participate! 

Have you renewed your MTNA/LMTA membership?  If not, please do so 
today!  Current economic challenges make it more important than ever to be a member 
of MTNA and LMTA.  Being able to share ideas and benefit from the support of colleagues 
is essential for professional growth.  Membership gives us access to quality resources, 
including American Music Teacher magazine (and this year MTNA will add the MTNA e-
Journal to bring us even more information), insurance programs, and many opportunities 
to network with colleagues.  It’s easy to renew on-line.   

The 2009 MTNA National Conference in Atlanta was outstanding.  In addition 
to attending educational sessions, meetings and publisher showcases, we had several 
opportunities to celebrate our Louisiana "stars."  Fred Sahlmann was honored at 
the Gala as our 2009 Foundation Fellow.   A past president of LMTA and Lake 
Charles PTA, Fred has been a pillar of our LMTA community for many years.  
Congratulations, Fred!   

Articles in this issue:  From the President, Convention welcome and preview, IMTF, 

Piano Area, Outstanding Teacher Award,  Certification,  MTNA Junior Competitions, 

LMTA Discussion Board, Technology, Students Helping Students 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: Brian Chung, Senior Vice President of Kawai America, Gail Berenson, MTNA President, 
Dr. Fred Sahlmann, and Gary L. Ingle, MTNA Executive Director/Ceo. 

 
LMTA table at the MTNA 2009 Gala 

 

Louisiana was well represented at the MTNA competitions, and our Senior 

and Young Artist string players, John Henry Crawford (cello student of Andres Diaz and 
Hans Jensen) and Christiano Cruz (violin student of James Alexander) both won third 
place in their divisions.  Presenters from Louisiana included Chan Kiat Lim and Susie 
Garcia (eNovative Piano) and Pamela Pike (Student Motivation:  the Theory, the 
Philosophy and the Reality). Congratulations to all for representing our state so well! 
 

Lafayette Area MTA (LAMTA) was honored at the Annual Business Meeting as 
MTNA’s Local Association of the Year.  This prestigious award recognizes the local 
Music Teachers Association that makes the most significant contribution to the music 
teaching profession through participation in MTNA national programs and additional 
programs established within their state and local area.  LAMTA President Sarah Roy 
accepted the award, which included a $1000 check written to LAMTA.  Congratulations to 
all the LAMTA members for everything you do to make LAMTA the best local association 
in the country!   



 

 

Sarah is pictured with MTNA Executive Director/CEO Gary Ingle and MTNA President Gail 
Berenson. 
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Sessions at the 2009 MTNA Conference in Atlanta were educational, energizing 
and inspiring, and you will be able to enjoy some of the best sessions we attended when 
you join us for the LMTA 2009 Convention (October 15-17 in Lafayette).  Donna 
Toney, Susie Garcia, Chan Kiat Lim and Sarah Roy are planning a wonderful 
convention for all of us.  Please read Donna’s and Sarah’s articles below for details.  
Attending a conference or convention requires advance planning, but it is truly worth the 
effort, and I hope you will start thinking now about attending the LMTA Convention as 
well as the 2010 MTNA Conference in Albuquerque next March.  Albuquerque is an 
amazing city, and the conference is sure to be outstanding.  For me, the best part of 
attending a state convention or national conference is seeing friends from around the 
state (or country), networking, and sharing ideas.  We will all have that opportunity on 
October 15-17 at UL-Lafayette, and I hope to see every one of you there! 

 

Thank you to all our Rally Chairs!  At this time of year we are all scrambling to 

prepare our students for festivals, competitions, auditions, juries, and recitals.  Our 
dedicated Rally chairs are, in addition, putting in countless extra hours planning, 
scheduling, checking repertoire, finding judges, recruiting workers, ordering awards, and 
more.  We are all beneficiaries of their efforts, whether or not we enter students in 
Rally.  The revenue generated by the Rallies helps keep LMTA in sound financial shape 
without having to raise our state dues.  Our “healthy” treasury enables us to bring 
wonderful national level clinicians to our conventions, provide information for all our 
members through our quality newsletters, support Louisiana composers through the 
Commissioning program, and give travel assistance to students who represent our state 
at Division and National competitions and officers who represent us at national 
meetings.  For teachers who do participate in Rally, extra benefits include a wonderful 
curriculum and goals to motivate students.  If you have not yet entered students in 
Rally, I encourage you to think about doing so next year. 

 



 

 

LMTA Executive Board 
Thanks to our nominating committee for 
putting together this wonderful slate of 
officers to be voted on at our convention in 
October.  Newly elected officers will serve 
from November 2009 until November 
2011.   
Officers to be voted on are: 
   President-elect:  Judy McGehee 
   VP-Membership:  Patti Misita 
   VP-Certification:  Sue Steck-Turner 
   VP-Publicity:  David Easley 
   VP-Rallies:  Dorothy Sahlmann 
   Secretary:  Lynette Murphy 
   Treasurer:  Janet Colbert 
   Historian:  Jill O'Toole 
Officers automatically progressing are: 
  President:  Donna Toney  
  Immediate Past President:  Katherine 
Tobey  
 

The Second Annual LMTA Board 
Meeting/Retreat will be held at the 

Wesley Center in Woodworth.  The 
Executive Committee will convene Friday 
July 31 for an intensive planning session. 
The following day the entire LMTA Board 
(including new officer candidates and 
incoming local presidents) will join us for 

lunch and an afternoon of brainstorming on how we can best serve the LMTA 
membership.  As we did last year, we will focus on strengthening our local associations, 
increasing our membership numbers, and encouraging member participation in LMTA 
events.  We are very excited about the retreat and look forward to sharing the results 
with you.  

Enjoy the wonderful articles in this issue of the Score! 

 

THE TIME IS NOW! 

Donna Toney, President Elect 

Make your plans to attend the October 15-16 LMTA convention in Lafayette!  We 
welcome master teacher Ingrid Clarfield to Louisiana, welcome back pianist William 
Chapman Nyaho, and offer teachers a track of sessions focused on making more 
money in their jobs.  In addition, we are happy to present Louisiana teachers sharing 
their expertise in many areas. 
  

Please mark your calendars: 

LMTA Torgrimson/Swanzy Competition 
June 6, 2009 

Louisiana Tech in Ruston 

Outstanding Teacher Award  
Deadline Sept. 1, 2009 (received) 

MTNA Competitions Deadline  
Sept. 15, 2009 

Elementary Composition Competition 
Deadline Sept. 15, 2009 (postmarked) 

LMTA State Convention 
Oct. 15-16, 2009  

UL-Lafayette 

LMTA Playathon  
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2009 

UL-Lafayette 

MTNA Competitions 
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2009 

UL-Lafayette 



 

 

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette is our location, and university hosts Susie Garcia 
and Chan Kiat Lim are working diligently to provide excellent facilities. Lafayette MTA 
President Sarah Roy has been very busy uniting the area teachers for our arrival.  It is 
our honor to be hosted by the nationally recognized local affiliate of the year! 
  
Many of you remember that featured presenter Ingrid Clarfield was to have been with us 
back in New Orleans - yes, the “year of Katrina”.  Of course, that didn’t quite work out, 
but it has worked for us this year.  Several LMTA members attended her session last 
month in Atlanta, and she is as energized and enthusiastic as ever!  Her ideas and 
motivation in working with students will inspire all of us who teach -  from first year 
teachers to veterans.   Ms. Clarfield will present two sessions plus a master class and an 
Alfred Showcase, and she will judge the Upper Elementary Auditions.  Please see Piano 
chair David Evenson’s article on Ms. Clarfield in this Score. 
  
William Chapman Nyaho is no stranger to LMTA members.  He served on the faculty of 
ULL and has performed many solo recitals as well as duo recitals with ULL host Dr. 
Susannah Garcia.  Nyaho will present a solo recital on Friday night of the convention.  I 
know many of his Lafayette friends will join us for this exciting event.  Nyaho has 
recently published an excellent series “Piano Music of Africa and the African Diaspora” 
from Oxford press and will introduce us to these works at a Friday session.  See Ken 
Boulton’s review of these books in this issue of the Score. 
  
Strings chair Paul Christopher 
from Northwestern University 
has again brought in some of 
the best Louisiana string artists 
and pedagogues, presenting 
sessions from recitals to 
designing websites.  We will 
offer string sessions both 
October 15 and 16. 
  
We are offering a series of 
sessions designed to help our 
independent teachers find more 
income in their jobs.  These 
sessions will deal with:  group 
lessons – both as designated 
groups and modified private 
lessons; working with 
technology for additional 
income, and a bargain-friendly 
theory games session from two 
Miami, Florida- based 
pedagogues.  We will also offer 
sessions on lesson structure, 
characteristics of expert 
teachers, and the works of Ellie 
Siegmeister.  IMTF chair Patti Misita will facilitate our popular session for independent 
teachers on Friday morning.  There is truly something for everyone in our schedule! 
 



 

 

Our collegiate chapter students will again meet on Thursday for a discussion moderated 
by chair Steele Moegle of Louisiana Tech, and all collegiate faculty are invited to meet 
together on Friday, in a session led by chair Joni Jensen of Tulane University.   These 
times of networking and sharing ideas were very popular last year and I hope all those 
who are interested will attend.  Please contact Steele or Joni directly with any comments 
or questions.  They are most happy to support these college related groups. 
  
Our MTNA auditions and third annual Playathon will be held on Saturday.  Competitions 
chair Christy Vogt and Playathon chair Sue Steck-Turner will provide the highest level of 
organization in these events.  Our playathon funds have been greatly needed this year, 
and I encourage teachers outside Lafayette to host their own playathon, and bring 
donated monies to Lafayette on Saturday.  Let’s combine all our efforts statewide as we 
meet the needs of LMTA members and students. 
 A la Carte will be our banquet destination on Thursday evening, followed by a wonderful 
student/faculty recital back on campus.  These two venues are almost walking distance, 
so it will be an easy transportation evening. 
Our convention hotel is the lovely new Hilton Garden Inn, 2350 West Congress Street.   
The nightly rate is $99 and I encourage you to find a roommate and make your 
reservations now as part of your planning.  The phone number is 337-291-1977. 
  
Everything is in place for this to be one of our very best times together as an 
organization!  Great players, great sessions, great exhibits, great location and superb 
hosts!  Plan your schedule now to be there!   Independent teachers unite- this will be 
your best support group of the year.   I’ll see you there! 

  

 

 

 

 Independent Music Teachers Forum 

Patti Misita, Chair 

Article below was written by Lezlee Bishop, MTNA’s IMTF chair. 

RECESSION PROOF BUSINESS STRATEGIES 

We are all concerned about the economy and how it will impact our business.  According 
to the recent IMT survey, one of the top issues was how to make a living at teaching and 
setting fees accordingly.  Here are several strategies that companies use to maintain and 
increase business during tough economic times.  With a creative twist these same ideas 
could be applied to the music studio.  

Reactivate dormant accounts and old leads.  Contact people who have approached 
you in the last year or two for music lessons, and ask them if they are still interested.  
Let them know you are available to help them with their musical needs and follow up 
with contact information about you and your studio program. 



 

 

Help existing clients create new assignments for you.  Be open to new services 
that you can offer people; transcribing music, transposing, composing or performing.  
Offer tutoring services to students for school music auditions and high school or 
collegiate music theory classes.  Ask current students and parents if they have friends or 
family they could recommend to you as prospective students.  

Use low-cost “add-ons” to generate additional revenue.  One way to generate 
some extra profitable business is to encourage “clients” to add on to or expand existing 
services.  Perhaps they would be interested in upgrading to longer music lessons or to 
paying a small lab fee to access music games and on-line learning in your studio. 

Postpone any planned fee increases.  A business downturn or soft economy is not 
the time to increase your fees even if you feel a raise is long overdue and you deserve 
it.  During such a period, defer any planned fee increase announcements until later. 

Downgrade slightly your acceptable customer profile.  You probably have 
guidelines to determine which students are most desirable and which are not.  During a 
downturn, you may want to be more flexible in this area. This doesn’t mean you should 
abandon your standards and take anyone who calls you.  Simply readjust or expand your 
acceptable criteria during this lull to accommodate a wider range of prospects. 

Repackage your services to accommodate limited budgets.  Manufacturers offer 
economy sizes, no frills versions, special discounts, and payment plans, why can’t a 
music teacher?  Work with students and their parents to come up with alternatives to 
discontinuing music lessons, especially if the student is a good one.  Would they be 
interested in bartering for services or taking shorter lessons at a reduced rate?  Check 
into the Music Link program to qualify for free music, or give a reduced or waived lesson 
fee to dedicated students with serious economic need.  

Provide value and measurable results.  Besides repackaging your services to make 
them more available to small budget customers, you should emphasize value and 
measurable results.  Remember that people are looking to save money and avoid 
unnecessary spending.  Let parents know what their child is doing well and be more 
cognizant of what your customers want out of their music lessons.  

Market yourself and what you can offer in your music studio.  Increase time spent 
on marketing and prospecting for new students even if you haven’t done so before.  
Consider expanding your studio to include adults and other recreational music makers.  
Also consider teaming up with another teacher to split some of your basic business costs 
and cross-promote each other in your community.  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Piano Area 

Dr. David Evenson, Chair 

Ingrid Clarfield, Piano Pedagogy Clinician for the 
2009 LMTA Convention  

Louisiana Music Teachers Association is honored to 
present Ingrid Jacobson Clarfield, nationally recognized 
teacher, clinician, pianist, and author as the pedagogy 
clinician for our 2009 Convention. Ms. Clarfield is 
Professor of Piano and Coordinator of the Piano 
Department at Westminster Choir College of Rider 
University in Princeton, New Jersey. She holds a Bachelor 
of Music degree from Oberlin College where she studied 
with John Perry. She also holds a Master of Music degree 
from the Eastman School of Music. Since 1976, she has 
performed regularly in two-piano recitals with Lillian 
Livingston.  

Ms. Clarfield has given lecture-recitals, workshops and 
master classes in more than a hundred cities across North America, including 
presentations at state and national conferences of The Music Teachers National 
Association. She has presented numerous master classes and pedagogy sessions at the 
National Conference of Keyboard Pedagogy, the TCU/Van Cliburn Institute, the National 
Piano Teachers Institute, the Music Teachers Association of California and the World 
Piano Pedagogy Conference, where she serves on the Board of Directors.  

Ms. Clarfield has authored many collections for Alfred Publishing Company. Keys To 
Stylistic Mastery, Books 1-3, co-authored with Dennis Alexander, provide students with 
tools to create performances that are stylistically accurate. Key pedagogical concepts for 
efficient learning and artistic performance are outlined in her series From Mystery to 
Mastery. Her Artistic Preparation and Performance Series provides creative and 
sequential practice and performance tips for Debussy’s Golliwog’s Cakewalk, Beethoven’s 
Moonlight Sonata, and Chopin’s Nocturne in E-flat Major, Op. 9, No. 2. A sequential 
approach to technique is presented in Burgmüller, Czerny and Hanon: Piano Studies 
Selected for Technique and Musicality, Books 1 and 2.  

As many of you know, LMTA contracted Ms. Clarfield for its 2007 Convention. 
Regrettably, Ingrid suffered a stroke and was forced to postpone her appearance in 
Louisiana until this year. Ever the pedagogue, she analyzed her post-stroke physical 
therapy regimen from the point-of-view of a piano teacher, discovering numerous 
parallels between the two professions in an article published last year by The American 
Music Teacher. We are looking forward to learning more at her two sessions and master 
class in Lafayette!  

 



 

 

Dr. William H. Chapman Nyaho, Artist for the 2009 LMTA Convention 

 Article below was written by Dr. Kenneth Boulton 

Acclaimed as one of the most distinctive pianists of our time, Dr. William H. Chapman 
Nyaho has for many years been a passionate proponent for the music by composers of 
African heritage.  This has not only led to his two wonderful recordings of this music on 
the MSR Classics label, Senku (2004) and Asa (2008), but also a stunning five-volume 
anthology published by Oxford University Press entitled, Piano Music of Africa and African 
Diaspora.  This remarkable anthology presents a captivating survey of music by African 

composers as well as those of African descent. 
 Composers familiar to many, such as Florence Price, 
Hale Smith and Ulysses Kay, appear along side lesser 
known names, including Kwabena Nketia, Eleanor 
Alberga and Akin Euba.  Dr. Chapman Nyaho provides 
well-written and illuminating profiles of each composer 
in the preface of each volume, as well as extremely 
helpful performance tips for each composition. 

The music, much of which is being published for the first 
time, represents a multiplicity of styles and genres, 
containing elements of jazz, ragtime and other 
indigenous African folk techniques.  These graded 
volumes progress from early-intermediate repertoire 

(volume 1) to fully advanced concert music worthy of any stage (volumes 4 and 5), and 
are exquisitely edited throughout.  Most importantly, this music represents exciting 
material for students and teachers seeking a fresh direction in literature appropriate for 
every possible recital, festival or competition performance. 

Volume 1 (Early Intermediate) contains selections that should be accessible to students 
having played the intermediate works of Kabalevsky.  These pieces have relatively thin 
textures and a fairly small hand span, while still possessing many sophisticated and 
intricate compositional effects.  Two highlights from this volume are “Dusk” by Nkeiru 
Okoye (Nigeria), and “Ticklin’ Toes” by Florence Price (USA).  Okoye’s reflective piece 
creates a wonderfully impressionistic sheen using many Debussy-esque parallel fourths 
and fifths, while Price’s jovial cakewalk has all the humor its title suggests. 

Volumes 2 and 3 (Intermediate/Early Advanced) are actually quite similar in their 
pianistic dimensions and students having played Grieg’s Lyric Pieces or Chopin’s 
Nocturnes should find plenty to enjoy here.  This is ideal repertoire for students 
becoming comfortable with the entire keyboard, as well as developing a more 
sophisticated sense of sound and rubato.  Two particularly attractive pieces are “Lament 
in Tremolo Form” by Laurindo Almeida (Brazil), and “Variations on an Egyptian Folksong” 
by Gamal Abdel-Rahim (Egypt).  Located in volume 2, Almeida’s incredibly moving work, 
written in the lyrical manner of Mendelssohn’s Songs without Words, has extraordinarily 
long melodic phrases written over an understated, yet evocative chromatic 
accompaniment.  By contrast, Abdel-Rahim’s set of six variations, located in volume 3, 
depicts various dances and scenes reminiscent of Egypt’s culture, including a slow 
caravan plodding through the Sahara desert. 



 

 

Volumes 4 and 5 (both Advanced) contain difficult concert-level music for pianists with 
fully-developed technique.  Additionally, the pianistic idioms are sometimes non-
traditional compared to standard repertoire, requiring careful preparation and analysis by 
both teacher and student.  Nevertheless, the final result will most surely be worth the 
effort.  One of the more pianistic selections is “Rhapsody No. 4” by Lettie Beckon Alston 
(USA) (volume 5).  Written in the manner of a toccata, this extremely effective work 
provides a thrilling alternative to Khatchaturian’s toccata.  Clearly one of the best works 
in the entire series is “The Lotus” by Gyimah Labi (Ghana) (volume 4).  This composition 
is an excerpt from his important work, Six Dialects in African Pianism, which explores an 
array of percussive, rhythmic and timbral fundamentals unique to African music. “The 
Lotus” is a dance in compound time that starts innocently enough, yet builds gradually 
and relentlessly to a huge climactic section, utilizing amazing sequences of triplet 
octaves set against strongly marked hemiola accompaniment figures.  The overall effect 
is breathtaking.   
 

THE NEW FACE OF CERTIFICATION   

Sue Steck-Turner, VP Certification 

The new face of MTNA National Certification is a streamlined version of the initial 
certification and the renewal processes.  In the upcoming months I will be disseminating 
information about the initial certification changes, but of utmost importance now are the 
renewals which are due by July 1. 

Upon the expiration of your 5-year renewal period, you will begin to renew yearly, 
deleting the chore of keeping track of years of points-and hopefully putting a new smile 
on your face! 

 To renew this year, you must: 

1.  Submit an Application for Renewal of Professional Certification. 

 2.  Independent Teachers:   Submit the Documentation of Professional Renewal 
Activities Form listing one point from Standard IV, one point from Standard V, and one 
point from your choice of activities from either of the Standards for a total of three 
points.  The points must be during the one year period preceding the renewal expiration 
date.  By signing the form, you verify that you have earned the claimed points.  No 
additional documentation or signatures are required. College Teachers:  Submit an 
Administrative Verification of Professional Renewal Activities Form, signed and verified by 
a college/university, administrator, that your faculty evaluation credentials and 
professional renewal activities have met the requirements for fulfilling the above 
standards. 

3.  Submit a renewal fee of $15.00. 

All materials can be downloaded from the MTNA website www.mtna.org  and are sent to 
the MTNA national office using the address on the application. 



 

 

An extra perk to the new face is a much easier reinstatement.  If you procrastinated in 
renewing your certification, you can now reinstate by submitting a letter requesting 
reinstatement, the above materials and an additional fee of $4.00 for each year you 
have been delinquent.  For instance:  If you failed to renew in 2000, you could renew 
tomorrow by submitting the above listed materials (THREE POINTS!!) and a check for 
$47.00.  That should put a smile on your face! 

If you have questions, please contact me at steckturner@hotmail.com. 

Congratulations to Chan Kiat Lim on earning national certification 

 
LMTA JR HIGH COMPETITIONS 

 
Lisa Tauzin, Chair 

 
This note is to remind you all of a very important and valuable LMTA competition for 
your junior high students.  I am in charge of coordinating the competition for 7th - 9th 
graders.  It can be for students in those grades who play any instrument.  In years past, 
mostly pianists have performed, but in the last couple of years, I've been delighted to 
hear incredible strings players compete.  I can't wait until wind students get involved!  
Unfortunately, our numbers are dwindling in terms of competitors.  I don't want to see 
that happen because it truly is a remarkable event. Every year I am amazed at the 
programs of these fine young musicians.  And it gets better every year.  I always am 
inspired, uplifted, and educated.   Many in our organization think that the LMTA 
convention ends on Friday evening.   But I am here to tell you that the best is yet to 
come on Saturday with fabulous performances at the junior high, high school, and 
collegiate levels   Please consider entering YOUR students.  It will be well worth your 
investment.  But even if you don't enter students, please consider staying for this day 
(Saturday, October 17th, 2009) of INCREDIBLE performances.  I promise - you will be 
running from room to room just to try to take it all in.  If you need any information 
regarding the junior high competition, please e-mail me, or call at 337-302-6842.  For 
any other competitions please contact Christy Vogt at McNeese State University. 
I can't wait to see you all at convention in October...........(you know how much fun that 
Lafayette crew can be!!!! 

 OUTSTANDING TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Marietta Lanoux, Chair 

It's time to think about nominating a teacher in your area to be considered for LMTA 
OUTSTANDING TEACHER OF THE YEAR.  Nominations must be received by 
September 1, 2009.  For more information, refer to the guidelines on our website.  
We have outstanding teachers all over our state, however, someone MUST nominate 
them! 

We welcome Marietta Lanoux as our new Outstanding Teacher Award chair and thank 

Sue Steck-Turner for her many years of service in this position. 



 

 

 

LMTA DISCUSSION BOARD  

Carla Breaux, Webmaster 

I posted the following question on our new discussion board: 

What do you usually do for lessons during the summer? 

Feedback received: 

This year I am trying something new.  I am offering "Piano Tech Camp" as an 
alternative/addition to lessons.  I am marketing it as "not your normal piano 

lessons - no books, no homework."  We will spend the week learning about the 
different avenues of music through the following technology:  Guitar Hero, wii 

Music, Composer's Corner and My Inner Composer.  I have had so much fun 
planning for this camp.  I hope it will be a success.  Does anyone have any 
ideas that may be helpful? 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

I feel very fortunate to live in the great state of Louisiana and to be a member of 
LMTA.  Our teachers have a wealth of experience on how to have a successful music 
studio, and they are not afraid to share those ideas.  I believe it is this openness and 
willingness to share that makes our profession so rewarding, not only to us as 
teachers, but to our students and communities.  LMTA is offering a great avenue for 
us to communicate and share ideas with every teacher in our state.  It is called the 
LMTA Discussion Board.  Any question or comment you may have can be posted and 
shared with all LMTA members.  The feedback is great!  As teachers, we all have 
"tools" for our trade, such as books, games, etc.  Now we can add one more very 
valuable tool to our tool box. Please join the Discussion board by logging on to 
www.lmta.org.  Click on "For Teachers." The link to the Discussion Board is at the 
bottom of the page.  Invest a couple of minutes to join!  

Theory Books:  $8 

Piano Tuning:  $125 

Computer:  $800 

Discussion Board:  PRICELESS! 



 

 

TECHNOLOGY TIPS 
  

 Barbara Cockerham, Technology Chair  

There are many wonderful teaching software titles available commercially that are 
worthy of the financial support of both teachers and students.  In the past, the majority 
of these products were boxed with written manuals and CDs.  Today there is a whole 
new world opening up to both music teachers and students.  It’s the online world of 
music teaching.  Many of these sites offer FREE instruction to teachers, parents, and 
students alike.  Some of the premier sites are only available by subscription. 

As music teachers we need to be aware of all the diverse music teaching sites that are 
available to help our students become consummate musicians by thoroughly learning the 
language of music.  There are so many websites that teachers can peruse that it would 
be impossible for me to list them all.  However, I will offer a small list of sites that you 
will definitely want to go on-line and experience yourself. 

Teachers who only wish to have their students drill material that has already been taught 
to them will want to visit www.musicards.net  This website allows the student to roll 
their mouse over flashcards to check their answer on a variety of topics from note and 
rhythm identification to key signatures.  www.teoria.com is a good site for older 
students who can set their own parameters for drilling material. 

Websites that introduce new material and then drill the student are:  

www.musictheory.net  

www.musiclearningcommunity.com 

www.eMusicTheory.com  

www.gmajormusictheory.org.   

If you like creating your own teaching tools and lesson plans,visit www.quia.com and 
www.lessonplanspage.com.  Teachers can also view games and lesson plans from 
other teachers.  

Young students who need lots of graphics and exploration can visit 
www.classicsforkids.com and www.dsokids.com.  The website at 
www.classicsforkids.com  offers students the opportunity to simultaneously study the 
composer’s lives and to aurally experience their music.  Students can even create their 
own music on this website.  

www.enovativepiano.com, created by Susie Garcia and Chan Kiat Lim at ULL, is a 
state of the art teaching website complete with fantastic videos of correct playing 
techniques, lessons, and drills.  What a wonderful place for a student to go between 
piano lessons to reinforce everything that they’ve been learning!  

Other helps can be found at: www.e-znotes.com and www.ptg.org.  e-znotes has 
a neat video demonstration for teaching kids about scales and chords. They also sell 



 

 

excellent products to help in your teaching.  The Piano Technicians Guild, www.ptg.org 
also offers resources and more websites.  After visiting the websites, bookmark your 
favorites.  Email a website to your students by simply copying the website and pasting it 
in an email.  HAVE FUN EXPLORING! 

LMTA’s SHS Fund Helps Students Get to Carnegie Hall 

Six members of the Greater New Orleans Youth Orchestra 
(GNOYO), whose teachers are members of the Louisiana Music 
Teachers Association (LMTA), were recently awarded travel stipends 
by LMTA to assist with the GNOYO’s June, 2009 performance at 
New York City’s Carnegie Hall. 

The GNOYO was founded 15 years ago by musicians from the 
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, local music teachers and parents 
who perceived the need for a high-quality, full orchestra for school-
aged musicians.  Seating 65 students, and under the baton of 

Carrie Telthorst, the premier performance in 1995 received standing ovations from a 
packed house.  During the ensuing years, the GNOYO performed frequently including 
joint concerts with the Midwest Young Artists Senior Orchestra from Chicago, as well as 
side-by-side performances with the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra at the Orpheum 
Theatre as part of the LPO’s Young People’s Concerts Series, and collaborated with the 
New Orleans Ballet in a production of “Peter & the Wolf.”   The GNOYO expanded to the 
Northshore in 1999, featuring a string orchestra for musicians aged 8-12 and a full 
orchestra for musicians aged 12-19. Currently, the GNOYO provides performing 
opportunities for young musicians in two Northshore orchestras as well as two Summer 
Festival orchestras. 

Today, in its fifteenth season and led by Artistic Director Dr. Jean Montes, the GNOYO 
provides a valuable, creative performing opportunity for over 235 eager students from 
Houma to Mississippi, on both the North and South shores of Lake Pontchartrain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row (left to right): Inah Hong, Carolyn Telthorst (LMTA teacher), Emily Anderson. 

Second Row : Dr. Jean Montes (GNOYO Symphony Conductor), Michael Olejniczak, Kyle 
Anderson, Marcus Pierre. 

Not pictured: Sam Shrives (GNOYO student), LMTA teachers: Shearon Horton, Cara McCool, 
Rachelen Lien, Catherine Anderson. 


